
"Growing in Gratitude, Growing in Generosity"

September Stewardship Month*


Throughout September, we will reflect on what it means to be faithful stewards of all God has entrusted to us. Stewardship is more than financial giving, it is how we use our time, talents, gifts, and resources
 to serve God and one another with grateful and generous hearts.

*Join us each Sunday as we grow together
in gratitude, generosity, and faithful living!


 Crescentville United Methodist Church

17th Sunday after Pentecost        Stewardship Series Week 3         Sept 20, 2026

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”

Please  be seated
Welcome & Announcements


Please stand
 Chorus of Welcome         “The Family of God”      -  CUMC 95th Anniversary (2015)
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family,
 the family of God.
Call to Worship
Leader: God has blessed us in so many ways.
People: With grateful hearts, we come to give thanks.
Leader: God calls us to give with joy and to serve with love.
People: We open our hearts and our hands to God.
All: Let us worship our generous God with joy!

Opening Worship Song          “A Generous Heart”                 by Sovereign Music

Refrain:  God loves a generous heart, a generous heart, Yes, He does 
               God loves a generous heart, a generous heart
                Cause that's a heart like His own heart, 
      That's a heart like His own.

There are those who give away, seems the more they give, the more they gain.
There are others who hold back, the more they try to keep, the more they lack. 
The more they lack.   (Refrain)

God has shown us how to give, He offered up His Son so we might live 
Jesus gave His precious blood, to wash us clean and bring us back to God.
Back to God.  (Refrain)

Bridge:  We can't out give God For He's the Giver of life 
              And ev'ry good thing We can't out give God
               He just keeps pouring out more, He’s the Wonderful King!
(Refrain)

Opening Prayer (in unison)

Generous God, thank You for all You have given us. Fill our hearts with gratitude and teach us to give, serve, and love with joy. May everything we offer today bring glory to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Please be seated
Youth Message

Joys/Concerns – Gathered Prayer                 

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer – 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen


[bookmark: _Hlk216625965]Please be seated
Giving of our gifts and offerings
Offertory                           “Freely, Freely”       “Please join in singing!                                                    
Please stand
The Doxology                          “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”           # 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!
Offertory Prayer

Please Stand
Hymn of Reflection               "Goodness Of God"        Bethel Music - Holly Halliwell

I love You, Lord, Oh Your mercy never failed me, 
All my days,I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that I wake up, until I lay my head
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

All my life You have been faithful 
and all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

I love Your voice, You have led me through the fire
And in darkest night You are close like no other
I've known You as a Father, I've known You as a Friend
And I have lived in the goodness of God,

Yes, And all my life You have  been faithful ooo 
and all my life  You have been so,so good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

Yes, Your goodness is running after, it's running after me
Your goodness is running after, it's running after me
With my life laid down, I'm surrendered now
I give You everything
Your goodness is running after, it's running after me, 

And all my life You have been faithful
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that I am able I will sing of the goodness of God.
 
Please Be Seated  
Gospel Lesson                          2 Corinthians 9:6-8                    Pew Bible page # 1124
Sermon                                                                             “JOYFUL GENEROSITY”

Please stand
*Affirmation of Faith                                                      The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
                                                                              (Service Continued on insert)
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Crescentville United Methodist Church
A Changing Church for Changing Times
Pastor Rev. Lori Reyes
400 Sentner Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19120
[bookmark: _Hlk182663542]215-745-7115
E-Mail: crescentvilleumc@gmail.com
Web Site: https://www.crescentvilleumc.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crescentvilleumc
YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@crescentvilleunitedmethodi7688
[bookmark: _Hlk173503318]Closing Hymn                “Lord, You Love The Cheerful Giver”  vs 1-3
                                      (Tune Beecher – Love Divine all Loves Excelling)

Lord, you love The cheerful giver, who with open heart and hand
blesses freely, as a river that refreshes all the land.
Grant us Then The grace of giving with a spirit large and free,
That our life and all our living we may consecrate to Thee.

We are Thine, Thy mercy sought us, found us in death’s dreadful way,
to the fold in safety brought us, nevermore from Thee to stray.
Thine own life Thou freely gavest as an off’ring on The cross
for each sinner whom Thou savest from eternal shame and loss.

Blest by Thee with gifts and graces, may we heed Thy church’s call;
gladly in all times and places give to Thee who givest all.
Thou hast bought us, and no longer can we claim to be our own;
ever free and ever stronger, we shall serve Thee, Lord, alone.

Benediction 
                    
Choral Benediction                  “Lord, You Love The Cheerful Giver”  vs 4 
                                             (Tune Beecher – Love Divine all Loves Excelling)

Savior, Thou hast freely given all the blessings we enjoy,
earthly store and bread of heaven, love and peace without alloy;
humbly now we bow before Thee, and our all to Thee resign;
for The kingdom, pow’r, and glory are, O Lord, forever Thine.


[bookmark: _Hlk87606424][image: ]Lectionary Scripture Readings
Every promise the Bible gives us, as we read it each day, stays with us forever! Everything in this world will fade except those things rooted to Christ. Read the Bible and discover what's eternal, so we can apply eternity to our daily lives on earth!
September 27, 2026 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 21:23-32  - Exodus 17:1-7 and Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16   - 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 and Psalm 25:1-9 - Philippians 2:1-13
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YOUTH RAISE THE ROOF CAMPAIGN
Our youth have coin cards to give you for donations for the new roof.  Please ask a youth or Pastor for a card.  This campaign extends until October 25th. 
Thank you!
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Description automatically generated]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,
please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
When we pray for others, we connect to the One who has the power to transform the hearts of others and bring change to their circumstances. At the same time, it amends our hearts.

Prayer Requests from September 13th 
JOY - Marina Macauley has retired! Plase pray for her as she begins this new chapter in her life!
Prayers for Marcus and Darryl for healing and strength for them both.
JOY - Amber Sakar no longer needs to wear a neck brace.  Continued prayers as she still has a long road of recovery.
Prayers for family and friends of Greg Snare (Gene Saloky's coworker that died suddenly.)
Prayers for a retired firefighter, Mike Groves he has Multiple Myeloma and lung cancer.  He will be going into hospice soon. Prayers also for Debbie, his partner of 37 years.
Prayers of healing for Carol & Dave Barelli
Continued prayers for healing for Keri Sanders
Continued prayers for Kristin & Greg Bresnan
Continued prayers for Lee & John Waldner
Prayers for healing for Carol Vanni
Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Sheryl Duke   David & Esther Clinton    Amber Sarkar      Tracey & Bill Lewis             Pastor Lori    Lori Rovevelli   Robert Smith   Walter Rininsland (Joan Pott's Dad)        Crescentville UMC
Kass Greenlaw         Michael Groves
Prayers for those living with constant pain and other ailments.   
For those who are sick, and those that grieve.  For those who live in war zones and poverty.
For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   
For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 
Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    

Our new church directory is available.  One copy per family.  
Please see Sue Creevey if you have not received your copy.
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