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 Crescentville United Methodist Church

Second Sunday after the Epiphany                                                                        January 18, 2026

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Christ Be Our Light”
Welcome & Announcements

 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship  
L: In those days, before the final coming of Christ in glory, there will be mighty signs.
P: They will be seen in the heavens and on earth.
L: They will remind us of God’s eternal presence and power.
P: We will all be changed in the twinkling of an eye.
L: Therefore, let our hearts be glad and our souls rejoice!
P: God has reached out to all God’s people with compassion and tender mercy. AMEN.

           
Opening Worship Song                                  “Your Love”                         by Kevin Winebarger
I could believe that I’m not enough, It’s clear to see I don’t measure up.
It’s just what you’ve done, Because of Your love, Your love, Your love, Your love.
I could believe that my mistakes will follow me down into the grave
But I’m not who I was Because of Your love, Your love, Your love, Your love.
It’s enough, enough, enough
[bookmark: _Hlk219133544]Refrain:   And I got joy flowing like a river, 
                Peace even in the desert, Life what makes it beautiful
                It’s Your love, Your love, Your love, Your love
                I got strength to lead me through the darkness, 
                Hope when there’s nothing but your promise
                What makes it beautiful It’s Your love, Your love, Your love, Your love

Now I believe you when you say, Keep holding on there’ll be better days
I’m learning to trust, Because of Your love, Your love, Your love, Your love.
There’s no height, no depth, nor things to come, No death, no life, not what I’ve done
Because of Your love, Your love, Your love, Your love. (Refrain)


More than a Conqueror, More than what I deserve
I’ll take you at your word, That’s what your love did
That’s what your love did. More than my heart could ask
Love says I’m not my past. Beauty is born from ash
That’s what your love did, That’s what your love did  (Refrain)

It’s enough  -  It’s enough  -  Your love, Your love, Your love

Opening Prayer (in unison)
    God of love and mercy, we thank you for your loving presence in our lives. You have formed us in your image and you continue to transform us as we grow in faith. Break through the darkness in our lives and let the light of your love flood in, that we may become more productive disciples of Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Please be seated
Youth Message

Joys/Concerns- The People’s Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer                 

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk218942266]Receiving God’s Gifts and Offerings                                                                                  

[bookmark: _Hlk216625965]Offertory                                                “The Giving Song”      Verse 1                Please join in singing!                             
Please stand
   The Doxology               “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                 # 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

The Offertory Prayer

Hymn of Reflection                    “O Come, and Dwell in Me                                        # 388

O come and dwell in me, Spirit of power within, and bring the glorious liberty from sorrow, fear, and sin.

Hasten the joyful day which shall my sins consume, when old things shall be done away, and all things new become.

I want the witness, Lord, that all I do is right, according to thy mind and word, well-pleasing in thy sight.

I ask no higher state; indulge me but in this, and soon or later then translate to thine eternal bliss.

Please Be Seated  
Gospel Lesson                                                                  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 [NRSV]

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,
2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind  6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you - 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sermon                                                                                                             "Held by a Faithful God”

Please stand
Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Closing Hymn                          “Blessed Be The God of Israel”                   # 209

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free,
who visits and redeems us, who grants us liberty.
The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;
God shall fulfill the promise and bring our people peace,

Now from the house of David a child of grace is given;
a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heaven. 
Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way
the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day.

On those who sit in darkness the sun begins to rise,
the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes,
God guides the feet of pilgrims along the path of peace
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease.

Benediction 
                  
Choral Benediction                                   “Your Love”   [refrain only]

[bookmark: _Hlk219133715]And I got joy flowing like a river,  Peace even in the desert, Life what makes it beautiful
It’s Your love, Your love, Your love, Your love I got strength to lead me through the darkness,
Hope when there’s nothing but your promise What makes it beautiful
It’s Your love, Your love, Your love, Your love – It’s enough

[image: ]                   
Lectionary Scripture Readings
God speaks to us through the Bible. It’s His letter to us. We need to read and know it.
January 25, 2026 - Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Matthew 4:12-23 - Isaiah 9:1-4 - Psalm 27:1, 4-9 - 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
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Description automatically generated]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,
please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
When we go to God in prayers, we do so in spirit, and this helps us grow and strengthen our spirit-man. Our prayer and spiritual life grow as we pray for others, which stimulates our evangelical nature for ministering to others.

Prayer Requests from January 4th 
Prayers for the family of Tim Baran a neighbor who has had heart issues for a while, and passed away at 53 on 1/1/2026
Prayers for Sheryl Duke, and for Carol Evans that her CLL numbers get better.
Continued prayers for Robert Hart, he will most likely be moved to rehab this week.
Jason McKenzie asked for prayers for his family, and for all to drive safely.
Continued prayers for Amber Sarkar for healing & hope.
Prayers of healing for John Wilson as he recovers from pneumonia.
Prayers for the family and friends of Betty Brzoza (Sue Creevey's Sister) who went home to be with Jesus on Jan 3rd.
Prayers for Patricia Crowley for decision on treatment for lesions on her brain.
Prayers for Dot Gallagher who is currently in the hospital.
Abdulah asked for prayers for his family.
Marina is grateful that we are all here to start the new year, and prayers for peace around the world.
Prayers for Chancey Kanga as she recovers from a kidney transplant.
Prayers for Diana & John Willson for their health & healing.
Prayers for Frank Mogabet to have a better & healthier new year.
Simon Dedje is asking for us to pray that God helps him find a good job.
Continued prayers for Jean Bernard and his family & Haiti.
Prayers for Olive Hanson as she is going to have surgery this week.
Prayers for Kathy Saloky as she will be coming home this week.

Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Scott Meyer      Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton    
Tracey & Bill Lewis               Jennifer           Pastor Lori         Amber Sarkar


For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    
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‘WHO TAKES AWAY
THESIN OF THE WORLD

JOHN 1:29
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READ THE BIBLE
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