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Second Week of Advent                                     PEACE                                    December 07, 2025

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Christ, Be Our Light” 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us Your building sheltering others, Walls made of living stone.

Refrain:
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in Your church gathered today.

Many the gifts, many the people, Many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another, Making Your Kingdom come. (Refrain)

Welcome & Announcements

Please Stand
Chorus of Welcome                              “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!  Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship     
L: Get ready, people of God! The time of hope and peace is at hand.
P: We are called to action rather than reaction.
L: Open your hearts to God’s word and God’s will.
P: Help us to be workers for God rather than observers.
L: Come, draw near to God in faith.
P: Let us prepare our hearts to receive the wondrous gifts of God. AMEN.

[bookmark: _Hlk207023188][bookmark: _Hlk207017223]Opening Praise Song                                   Prepare the Way                                  by Eric Nuzum

He has come, to bring light into the darkness
He has come, to bring freedom to the captives
He has come, to restore the broken hearted
It's time to proclaim, the year of the Lord

Refrain:
Prepare the way, prepare the way for our Redeemer
Prepare the way, prepare the way for our Restorer
Make ready your heart, make ready your home
Make ready the people of God, prepare the way

He has come, to bring hope to the hopeless
He has come, to comfort all who mourn
He has come, to heal our every sickness
It's time to proclaim, the year of the Lord    [Refrain 2x]


Advent Candle Lighting

Today we relight the candle of HOPE. Now we light the candle for the second Sunday in Advent. This is the candle of PEACE. As we prepare for the coming of Jesus, we remember that Jesus is our hope and our peace. From the prophet Isaiah: “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” —Isaiah 9:6-7

Let us pray: (in unison)
Gracious God, Grant that we may find peace as we prepare for our Lord’s birth. May divisions in ourselves and in our families be peacefully resolved. May there be peace in our cities and in the countries of our world. Help us to see the paths of peace in our lives, and then give us the courage to follow them. Lord, let us remember that you only are the giver of lasting peace and that you are always with us. Amen.

Choral Response:                              “The Light Of The World Is Jesus”
The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, The Light of the world is Jesus!
Like sunshine at noonday, His glory shone in; The Light of the world is Jesus!
Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; Sweetly the light has dawned upon me;
Once I was blind, but now I can see: The Light of the world is Jesus!

Opening Prayer        
Loving God, be to us as a bulldozer of the spirit. Clear your road in us; clear a path through the debris of possessions and obsessions. Thrust aside our divided aims and devious games.
Tumble the ramparts of pride and the doubts that deride. Make a highway on which Christ may come
and take possession of the whole territory of our being. To the glory of your name, we pray. Amen!

Please be seated
Youth Message 

Joys & Concerns  - Gathered Prayer

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

Please be seated
Gifts and Offerings                                                                     

Offertory                                          “Just One Candle - Peace”                    Please join in singing!
           Please stand
           The Doxology        “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  [TUNE: VENI EMMANUEL]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

 The Offertory Prayer
Dismissal of the Youth

 Hymn                                      “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                                    # 454

    Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; place in my hands
    the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.  Silently now I wait for thee,
    ready, my God, thy will to see.  Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

    Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear; and while the wavenotes
    fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.  Silently now I wait for thee,
    ready, my God, thy will to see.  Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

    Open my mind, that I may read More of thy love in word and deed;
    What shall I fear while yet Thou dost lead?  Only for light from thee I plead.
    Silently now, I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.
    Open my mind, illumine me, Spirit divine!

    Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere; open my heart
    and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share.  Silently now I wait for thee,
    ready, my God, thy will to see.  Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!
    Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!





Please be seated
Gospel Lesson                         Matthew 3:1-12                         The Proclamation of John the Baptist

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ”

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with[d] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”        

Sermon                                                                                                “We Work While We Wait”
                                                                                                            
Please stand
Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Please be seated
Interlude:  “Be Present At Our Table Lord”

Service of Holy Communion

INVITATION (Pastor)
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON (Congregation)
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will,
we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Congregation: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

All:
Glory to God. Amen.

The Lord be with you…………………...…And also with you.
Lift up your hearts……………………...…..We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God….It is right to give God thanks and praise.

...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD, GOD OF POWER AND MIGHT,
HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.
BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ's offering for us,as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

….Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.


BREAKING THE BREAD………………………………….GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
Communion Hymns: “Christmas Communion Song”, “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
Please Stand
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (in Unison)
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Please stand
[bookmark: _Hlk143024743]Closing Hymn                       “Alleluia”      # 186

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

He's my Savior, He's my Savior, He's my Savior, He's my Savior

I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Benediction

Choral Benediction                        “Prepare the Way”     refrain only
Prepare the way, prepare the way for our Redeemer
Prepare the way, prepare the way for our Restorer
Make ready your heart, make ready your home
Make ready the people of God, prepare the way
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One of the most surprising benefits to reading the bible is that suddenly it’s almost like God really becomes real—to you specifically.
He’s not just there…He is tangibly showing up in your life.
December 14, 2025 - Third Sunday of Advent
Matthew 11:2-11 – Isaiah 35:1-10 – Luke 1:47-55 – James 5:7-10
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Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,
please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
Praying for someone is a different kind of “taking care” of someone, but physically but spiritually. Your help to others will let them develop a sense of engagement with you and the willingness to be as helpful as you but with others. 

Prayer Requests from November 30th
Prayer for Adrian Stefanescu
JOY - Jean Bernard thanks God for all things you make for me.  Bless his family & Haiti.
Continued prayers for Amber Sarkar, and for Cass to have the strength to care for her.
Prayers for Sheryl Duke that her health gets better.  JOY - Carol's test results were good and she is healthy.
Prayers for Robert Hart as he will have heart by-pass surgery on Dec 5th. (Kass Greenlaw's son in law)
JOY - Cocoa enjoyed Thanksgiving with Rachel & Ashley, wonderful time, good food.
Prayers for world peace
JOY - Trecia Sanford joined us for worship today!
JOY - St. Vincent and the Grenadines had a peaceful presidential election.  Prayers for a smooth transition period.
Continued prayers for Betty Broza, she is scheduled to come home and have hospice palliative care. Prayers for her daughter Beth who is responsible for her care.
Prayers for Savannah Somers for stay focused and successful.
Healing prayers for Sherman.
Joy & continued prayers, Keri's clinical trial is working!
Healing prayers for Lee & Donna who have the flu.
Continued prayers for Kristin, Ryan & Greg

Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Scott Meyer      Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton    Betty Brzoza 
Tracey & Bill Lewis    Jennifer    Pastor Lori      Fatu Blibio
For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   
For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 
Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!       

 UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS

CRESCENTVILLE UMC ADVENT STUDY 2025
Pastor Lori Reyes will lead an Advent study on
THURSDAYS 12/11, 12/18  7 PM on Zoom
Theme:  “advent[ure] A journey through the Christmas story
ZOOM LINK (will be sent out by text & email)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89923098364?pwd=vojJqMJ1j3agZHYRrEoFKbQd0mtsLS.1
passcode 629438
We have handouts at Church for those who plan to join us for this study,
or the study pages are also available on our website for download.
For study pages to read or download go to our web page
https://www.crescentvilleumc.com/advent-study-2025
The study will not be recorded.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12TH – NOON
Women’s Fellowship Meeting
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      WORSHIP 10:30 AM
        Instead of a sermon, our youth will perform
 “Narration of the Christmas Tree”.

    AFTER WORSHIP
AFTER WORSHIP WE WILL HAVE A
HOLIDAY COVERED DISH LUNCHEON
Please bring your favorite holiday dish to share.
Beverages and desserts will be provided.

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24TH – CHRISTMAS EVE
Service of carols and lessons.  7 PM

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28TH WORSHIP will be a carol hymn sing.
Worship team will lead worship. (Gene, Sue S, John C, Sue S)

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24TH – CHRISTMAS EVE
Service of carols and lessons.  7 PM

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28TH WORSHIP will be a carol hymn sing.
Worship team will lead worship. (Gene, Sue S, John C, Sue S)
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