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Crescentville United Methodist Church
Ash Wednesday                                                                                                       February 18, 2026

Greeting:  The Lord be with you!  And also with you!                

Welcome
(from The United Methodist Book of Worship)—Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.  Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means “spring.”  The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter.  Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then became a time for penance by all Christians.  The First Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan; and the Sixth Sunday (Passion Palm Sunday), Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and His subsequent passion and death.  Because Sundays are always little Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful expectation of the Resurrection.

Opening Prayer (in unison)                                                                              
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.


Please stand
Opening Hymn    “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”    [vs 1,3]        # 269
 [
    Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray,
    teach us with Thee to mourn our sins and close by Thee to stay.

    As Thou did hunger, bear, and thirst, so teach us gracious Lord,
    to die to self, and chiefly live by Thy most holy Word.

Please be seated
Receiving God’s Offerings and Gifts 

      Offertory                 “I Surrender All” 
 Please stand
      The Doxology       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”      # 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
Offertory Prayer (in unison)                                                  
    Merciful God, who meets us in our brokenness and leads us toward wholeness, as we offer these gifts, we also offer our hearts, seeking renewal and transformation. During this sacred Lenten journey, cleanse us from all that separates us from you and restore the joy of your salvation within us. May these offerings bring hope and healing to others, just as you continually renew us with your grace. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading                                                                                    Matthew 6:1-21    [NRSV]                     
 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before others in order to be seen by them, for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.     7 “When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  9 “Pray, then, in this way: Our Father in heaven, may your name be revered as holy.10 May your kingdom come. May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.11 Give us today our daily bread.12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.13 And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one.
14 “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
       16 “And whenever you fast, do not look somber, like the hypocrites, for they mark their faces to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.   
     19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Sermon                                                         “A Mark of Hope”                                 	

Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline 

Thanksgiving Over the Ashes

Imposition of Ashes		            “Take These Ashes”
Please come forward to receive the sign of the cross on your forehead or hand, at the direction of the Pastor

Prayer of Confession: (in unison)
     Lord, Holy One, have mercy on us. We confess our sins to you. We have fallen short of your glory and without your mercy and grace, we would be dust. We repent now. 
Lord, as we enter into this Lenten season, be near to us. Help us, by your Holy Spirit, to feel right conviction and repent-ance for our sin. Help us, by your Spirit, to have the strength to overcome the enemy. - Thank you, Lord, that Easter is coming! Death has no sting, no victory, because of Jesus! Glory and honor and praise to His name! Thank you for rescuing us. Help us keep both the weight and the joy of this season in our hearts as we move through the next several weeks. Help us bear the good fruit of your Spirit. - Thank you that the ashes on our forehead do not symbolize our ultimate reality. From dust we might have been formed, but our bodies, our spirits, ourselves, await beautiful redemption and the restoration of all things. Help us long and look forward to that day, and let it come quickly, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Interlude: “Be Present at our Table Lord”
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
The Lord be with you………………………...And also with you.
Lift up your hearts……………………..We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God……...It is right to give God thanks and praise.                                         
... And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD, GOD OF POWER AND MIGHT,
   HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY,
   HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.  BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES
   IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.  HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.
 
…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves this day in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the joy-filled mystery of faith:   CHRIST HAS DIED; CHRIST IS RISEN, CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN.
 
…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  AMEN.

BREAKING THE BREAD………………………………….GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
Communion Hymn: “Just As I Am”     “Let Us Break Bread Together”

Prayer after Communion (in unison)

Gracious God, we thank you for this holy meal,  for mercy that meets us in our brokenness and grace that calls us home. As we begin this Lenten journey, create in us a clean heart and renew a right spirit within us. Form us from the dust into faithful disciples, through Jesus Christ our Lord....Amen.

Closing Hymn           “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” [vs 1,4,5]       # 269

   Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray,
   teach us with Thee to mourn our sins and close by Thee to stay.

   And through these days of penitence, and through Thy passion tide,
   yea, evermore in life and death, Jesus with us abide.

   Abide with us, that so, this life of suffering over past,
   an Easter of unending joy we may attain at last.

Benediction  

Choral Benediction                                     “Close to Thee”  Verse 1
Thou my everlasting portion, more than friend or life to me,
all along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee.
Close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee,
along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee














An Invitation for Lent
MEETING GOD IN THE WILDERNESS
A 4-Week Lenten Journey……..

Lent is a season of slowing down, paying attention, and listening for God in honest places.
In Scripture, the wilderness is where God meets people, not after everything is figured out, but right in the middle of uncertainty, struggle, and waiting.

This Lent, we invite you to join a 4-week Zoom study called “Meeting God in the Wilderness”.
This study is not about having the right answers. It is about showing up, listening deeply, and sharing honestly.

What This Study Is
· A weekly small-group conversation grounded in Scripture
· A space for reflection, listening, and shared wisdom
· A reminder that God is present even in difficult seasons
Each week focuses on a different aspect of the wilderness journey:
1. Entering the Wilderness
2. Learning to Depend on God
3. Being Formed in the Wilderness
4. Coming Out of the Wilderness Changed

What This Study Is Not
· Not a lecture
· Not homework-heavy
· Not about being an “expert” in the Bible

You are welcome just as you are!
How It Works
· We will meet once a week on Zoom (50 minutes)
· Each week, you’ll receive a short Scripture reading and reflection questions ahead of time
· You’re encouraged (but not required) to read and reflect before we meet
· Our Zoom time will focus on conversation and shared reflection, often in small breakout groups (depending on how many participants). You may share as much or as little as you’re comfortable with.

What You’ll Need
· A Bible (any translation)
· A quiet space for Zoom, when possible
· An open heart and a willingness to listen…That’s it.

Here are the Wednesdays we will meet:
February 25th, March 4th, March 11th, and March 18th at 7:00pm

Topic: Lenten Group Study on Zoom
Time: Feb 25, Mar 04,11,18, 2026
07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Lenten group study on Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82405298145?pwd=JQqKLROTDQ6xAxpIzPiD7sKRBk7YbI.1


Meeting ID: 824 0529 8145
Passcode: 456377
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