[bookmark: _Hlk206442370]
November 16, 2025
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
[image: A church with a cross and people

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]












Crescentville United Methodist Church
A Changing Church for Changing Times
Pastor Rev. Lori Reyes
400 Sentner Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19120
215-745-7115
E-Mail: crescentvilleumc@gmail.com
Web Site: https://www.crescentvilleumc.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crescentvilleumc
YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@crescentvilleunitedmethodi7688












[bookmark: _Hlk210652445][bookmark: _Hlk208231413]Crescentville United Methodist Church

23rd Sunday after Pentecost                                                                             November 16, 2025

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”

Welcome & Announcements

Please stand
 Chorus of Welcome                              “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!  Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship                                                                                            
L: Come, rest your spirits in the Lord.
P: We come, hungering and thirsting for God’s word.
L: This is a place of peace and hope, where all may be fed and healed.
P: Bring us to the time of healing.
L: Come, place your trust in God who is always near you.
P: Open our hearts, Lord, to hear your word and feel your presence AMEN.

[bookmark: _Hlk207023188][bookmark: _Hlk207017223][bookmark: _Hlk213697251]Opening Praise Song         “Open The Eyes Of My Heart”      by Michael Smith adapted for worship

[bookmark: _Hlk213697056]Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see you, I want to see you 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see you, I want to see you 

To see You high and lifted up Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love As we sing holy, holy, holy

REPEAT ALL 3 X

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you

Opening Prayer     (in unison)   
Lord, we come into your presence this morning with the busy schedules of activities crowding our lives. Our souls need to be fed and yet we seem powerless to find nurture and feeding that will sustain us. Open our ears, our eyes, and our hearts this day to hear your words of hope and healing for us. We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
Please Be Seated
Youth Message                                                                                                           

Joys & Concerns……………The People’s Prayer

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

Receiving God’s Gifts and Offerings                                                                     

Offertory                                                “Tis the Gift to be Simple”                  Please join in singing!
Please stand
The Doxology               “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                 # 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above,
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

 The Offertory Dedication & Prayer

Dismissal of the Youth

Hymn of Reflection                                    “I Want To Be Ready”                                # 722

Refrain:       I want to be ready, I want to be ready, I want to be ready, To walk into Jerusalem, just like John

Oh, John, oh John, oh what did you say; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John
That you’d be there on judgement day; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John (Refrain)

John said the city was just foursquare; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John
And he declared he’d meet me there; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John  (Refrain)

Now sinners, mind how you step on the cross; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John
Your foot might slip and your soul get lost; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John  (Refrain)

I want to be ready, I want to be ready, I want to be ready, To walk into Jerusalem, just like John

Please be seated
Gospel Lesson                                                                                                   Hebrews 10:11-25  [NRSV]
11 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13 and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,”
17 and he adds,“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

19 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Sermon                                                                                                                   "God’s Presence”
 
Please stand
Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
      
Please remain standing
Closing Hymn                                     “Near To The Heart of God”                       # 472

There is a place of quiet rest, near to the heart of God;
a place where sin cannot molest, near to the heart of God.

Refrain:  O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God,
               hold us, who wait before Thee, near to the heart of God..

There is a place of comfort sweet, near to the heart of God;
a place where we our Savior meet, near to the heart of God. [Refrain]

There is a place of full release, near to the heart of God;
a place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of God. [Refrain]


Benediction

Choral Benediction                         “Open The Eyes Of My Heart”                       adapted for benediction

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see you, I want to see you

To see You high and lifted up Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love As we sing holy, holy, holy

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see you, I want to see you

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you
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Lectionary Scripture Readings
The Bible tells the remarkable story of the Son of God and how He died on the cross for our sins. When you read your Bible, you learn more about his incredible journey here on earth, from his miraculous birth in Bethlehem through to his crucifixion and resurrection.
November 23, 2025 - Reign of Christ 
Luke 23:33-43 - Jeremiah 23:1-6 - Luke 1:68-79 - Colossians 1:11-20
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Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy, please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
Prayer makes a difference. God’s power is seen when his people join together in prayer for one another. God hears the prayers of his people and he has the power to work mightily in any given situation.

[bookmark: _Hlk213699157]Prayer Requests from November 9th
JOY - Theresa's nerve problem is healing and she feels much better as medication helps.
JOY - Marina thanks all for prayers for Theresa
Traveling mercies for Collingwoode as he goes to Sierra Leone in November.
Continuing prayers for Amber Sarkar for healing and hope.  She is now in PPH for PT.
Prayers to keep Sheryl Duke safe.
Prayers for those affected by our government shut down.
Prayers for countries and people affected by hurricane Melissa - Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican Republic
Prayers for Fatu Blibio - she is still in hospital and going through a lot.  Prayers for strength and healing.
JOY - Betty Brzoza is finally on the path to healing.  Continued prayers, and many thanks to all praying for her.
Prayers for the families of Johnetta Karpeh, Chapman Johnson, and Robert Kratch as they grieve the death of these loved ones.
Prayers for Ryan on the grand opening of his first business
Continued prayers for Kristin & Greg
Continued prayers for Keri to have good health.

Continuing Prayers for: 
 Martha & Wondor Korto     Scott Meyer          Sheryl Duke           Betty Brzoza 
David & Esther Clinton        Jennifer            Bill & Tracey Lewis     Fatu Blibio
Prayers for Pastor Lori and our congregation.
For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families,      
Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   
For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia          
Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!

[bookmark: _Hlk181435814]
UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS


TODAY - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH 
AD COUNCIL MEETING AFTER WORSHIP.

HARVEST HOME SUNDAY – We will take a second collection (monetary) for Harvest Home. Gift cards will be purchased and Pastor will give them to those in our congregation that are in need. We are taking this collection early so that we can give the gift cards to those in need before Thanksgiving.

ADVENT STUDIES BEGIN THIS WEEK!  
THURSDAYS 11/20, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18 
	            Pastor Lori will lead an Advent study on zoom at 7PM 
                                  (link will be sent by email and text)
	Theme:  “advent[ure]   A journey through the Christmas story
We have handouts for those who will be able to join us, and they will be available to download from our website.  The study will not be recorded.

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 23RD 

    CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY – Youth will lead us in a service that takes
                              us throughout the Christian  year with scripture and song.
	
   AFTER WORSHIP – DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29TH – CHARGE CONFERENCE - ALL INVITED!
	                                                          Location: our church  Time 2:00 PM

SATURDAY DECEMBER 6TH – CARSON SIMPSON FARMS WINTER  
                  WONDERLAND    4:00 – 5:30 PM We hope to get youth & others to attend.

ADVENT SUNDAYS – 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21.
	

SUNDAY DECEMBER 21ST 
	Instead of a sermon, our youth will do a narration of the Christmas tree. 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24TH – CHRISTMAS EVE
	Service of carols and lessons.  7 PM

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28TH WORSHIP will be a carol hymn sing.
	Worship team will lead worship. (Gene, Sue S, John C, Sue S)
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