As we continue to gather together in this strange and distant way on a night that, otherwise,

would have us gathering in the familiarity and intimacy of our church buildings,

let us not lose thought of why we have gathered: simply, to remember.

Tonight, on this night that we remember Jesus’ last day before meeting with death,

we take time to stop and remember how Jesus washed His disciples’ feet and prayed for them.

My prayer is that, as we remember what Jesus did for His disciples,

we will allow the thankfulness that we feel to turn into acts of love and service toward others.
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Welcome
Gathering                                                                                                                                      John 13, 17 
        It was just before the Passover Feast.

        Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to leave this world and go to the Father.

        Having loved His own who were in the world, He now showed them the full extent of His love.

                We, God’s children, gather in God’s love.

        [On the night before He died, Jesus prayed]  “…Righteous Father, though the world does not know You,

        I know You, and they know that You have sent Me.  I have made You known to them,

        and will continue to make You known in order that the love You have for Me may be in them

        and that I Myself may be in them.
                We, God’s children, gather in God’s love.

Gathering Song                                                                                 An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare
An Upper Room did our Lord prepare for those he loved until the end:
and his disciples still gather there to celebrate their Risen Friend.
A lasting gift Jesus gave his own: to share his bread, his loving cup.
Whatever burdens may bow us down, he by his Cross shall lift us up.
And after Supper he washed their feet for service, too, is sacrament.
In him our joy shall be made complete – sent out to serve, as he was sent.
No end there is! We depart in peace, he loves beyond the uttermost:
in every room in our Father’s house he will be there as Lord and Host.
An Upper Room did our Lord prepare for those he loved until the end:
and his disciples still gather there to celebrate their Risen Friend.
Opening Prayer of Confession
Most holy God, we confess this night that

We have prayed for peace, even as we laughed at truth.

We have prayed for blessing, but did not care to do Your will.
We have prayed for mercy, and have shown none to others.
We have prayed for impossible things:
peace without justice, forgiveness without restitution, love without sacrifice.
Again, as the shadows fall, we ask for Your mercy and forgiveness.
And again we praise You, O God, the Source of true peace.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  Amen.

Silent Prayer and Meditation…………………Words of Forgiveness
Response                                                                                                          What Wondrous Love is This
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul,

for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.
Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                     St. John 13:1-17
    It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world

    and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

   2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot,

    to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power,

    and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal,

    took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water

    into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped

    around him.  6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

   7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

   8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
    Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

   9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

  10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean.

    And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him,

    and that was why he said not every one was clean.  12 When he had finished washing their feet,

    he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?”
    he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I,

    your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.
  15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you,

    no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.
  17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Hymn                                                         “Jesu, Jesu”   [v. 1, 3, 5]                                                         # 432
      Refrain:  Jesu, Jesu, fill us with Your love, show us how to serve the neighbors we have from You.
Kneels at the feet of His friends, silently washes their feet, Master who acts as a slave to them.        Refrain

These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love;

all these are neighbors to us and you.  Refrain
Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet, this is the way we should live with You.    Refrain

Gospel Lesson                                                                                                                     St. John 17:1-26
   When Jesus finished saying these things, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the time has come.

   Glorify your Son, so that the Son can glorify you. 2 You gave him authority over everyone

   so that he could give eternal life to everyone you gave him. 3 This is eternal life: to know you,

   the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you sent. 4 I have glorified you on earth by finishing the work

   you gave me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I shared with you

   before the world was created.

 6 “I have revealed your name to the people you gave me from this world. They were yours

   and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything

   you have given me comes from you. 8 This is because I gave them the words that you gave me,

   and they received them. They truly understood that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.

 9 “I’m praying for them. I’m not praying for the world but for those you gave me,

   because they are yours. 10 Everything that is mine is yours and everything that is yours is mine;

   I have been glorified in them. 11 I’m no longer in the world, but they are in the world,

   even as I’m coming to you. Holy Father, watch over them in your name, the name you gave me,

   that they will be one just as we are one. 12 When I was with them, I watched over them in your name,

   the name you gave to me, and I kept them safe. None of them were lost, except the one

   who was destined for destruction, so that scripture would be fulfilled. 13 Now I’m coming to you and I say

   these things while I’m in the world so that they can share completely in my joy. 14 I gave your word

   to them and the world hated them, because they don’t belong to this world, just as I don’t belong

   to this world. 15 I’m not asking that you take them out of this world but that you keep them safe

   from the evil one. 16 They don’t belong to this world, just as I don’t belong to this world.
17 Make them holy in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them

   into the world. 19 I made myself holy on their behalf so that they also would be made holy in the truth.
20 “I’m not praying only for them but also for those who believe in me because of their word.
21 I pray they will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. I pray that they also will be in us,

   so that the world will believe that you sent me. 22 I’ve given them the glory that you gave me so that they

   can be one just as we are one. 23 I’m in them and you are in me so that they will be made perfectly one.

   Then the world will know that you sent me and that you have loved them just as you loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you gave me to be with me where I am. Then they can see my glory,

   which you gave me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

25 “Righteous Father, even the world didn’t know you, but I’ve known you, and these believers know

   that you sent me. 26 I’ve made your name known to them and will continue to make it known
   so that your love for me will be in them, and I myself will be in them.”

Chorus                                                                                                                         Jesus, Remember Me

Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. (x2)
Sermon                                                                                                                                          Remember

Hymn                                                                                                                  What Wondrous Love is This
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of life to lay aside His crown for my soul,

for my soul, to lay aside His crown for my soul.
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb I will sing;

to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme I will sing, I will sing;

while millions join the theme I will sing.

Prayer

    Loving God, whose love for the world was so great that You took on human flesh
    so that we could know You.  Loving God, it is to You, whom we give our thanks this night.
    It is in You that we remember how Jesus took bread, gave thanks for it, broke it,
    and gave it to His disciples. His body. Your body.  Broken for us.

    We remember how Jesus also took the cup, gave thanks for it, and gave it, again,
    to His disciples. His blood. Your blood.  Shed for the forgiveness of all our sins.
    We give thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit who continues to make the presence and love

    of Jesus real in our lives today.  Remind us, we pray, this night, that Your Spirit is here,

    and with us, even now.  In love and unity, set us apart to remember,

    as we try to comprehend how great Your love is for each and every one of us.
    As “love so amazing, so divine demands our souls, our lives, our all,” we offer You
    our very selves, and pray that, as we know Your great love for us,

    we would give that same love to all who are around us.

    We ask this through Your Son, our Savior, Jesus the Christ.  Amen.
Closing Hymn                                   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”   [v. 1, 3]                                     # 184

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, He is Alpha and Omega,

He the source, the ending He of the things that are, that have been

and that future years shall see, evermore and evermore.

Christ, to Thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be: honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory,

evermore and evermore.  Amen.
Go in peace…
Please know that you are encouraged to gather tomorrow evening at 7 PM,

via Zoom, for a Tenebrae service.  And then, on Easter Sunday, we will gather at 10:30 AM (again, via Zoom) to worship and celebrate Jesus’ resurrection!

Link for An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KZ2iohk3CJw
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