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[image: ]The Service of Diminishing Lights on a crown of thorns is used at the beginning of our worship service to put an emphasis on the weeks that rapidly move from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday morning. Like the Advent Wreath, the circle of gathering darkness created by the candles and the crown of thorns serves as a constant reminder of the role of human sin in bringing about the crucifixion and the need for Resurrection.

     By participating in a weekly rite as a part of the worship experience, individuals can use the silent time available surrounding this service to contemplate their role in the Lenten story. Families, individuals, young and old can be used as participants in this service, as well as acolytes, church officers, and other worship leaders.

     May your Lenten season lead you to an empty tomb and a chorus of Hallelujahs.

PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Where Charity & Love Prevail”

Welcome and Announcements

Please stand

 Chorus of Welcome                              “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!  Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship                                                                                                                          In the Garden

Leader: The Garden. Gethsemane. "Come with me to pray," Christ said, and they did: Peter, James, and 
              John. Thomas, Andrew, and Philip;

People: Bartholomew, Matthew, and James, son of Alphaeus;

Leader: Simon the Zealot, and Judas, son of James.

People:  Only one of the twelve was missing: the other Judas — Judas Iscariot.

Leader:  There, in the growing darkness, beneath gnarled olive trees, Christ knelt and poured out his heart to his father.

People: "If it is your will, Father, please take this cup from me."

Leader:  And they slept.

People: "If it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, then your will be done."

Leader: And they slept.

People: "Not my will, but your will, 0 God."

Leader: And still, they slept.

People: For the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

Leader: "My soul aches with sorrow . . .""

People: Lord — we are here for you.

Leader: "Stay with me a while."

People: Lord, you know we will.

Leader: "Can you not even stay awake long enough to keep watch with me!

People:  But Lord . . .

Leader: "Behold, the hour is at hand." Here is my betrayer now."

People: Lord, we acknowledge the times we have failed you, just as the disciples did so long ago in the garden.  As the flames are taken away from these candles, so remove our sins from us.  We remember your pain as we snuff out yet more of your light. 

(extinguish the flame of another candle.)                                                                                                          

Choral Response:                             “More love to Thee, Oh Christ”       (Vs 1)                          # 453

More love to Thee, oh Christ, more love to Thee! Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee...
This is my earnest plea More love, oh Christ, to Thee More love to Thee, more love to Thee!
More love to Thee,  more love to Thee!

Please be seated
Prayer of Confession  (seated and bowed)   
Jesus we confess that we see incredible amounts of violence in this world and we walk the other way. We feel too small to do anything about it. We tell ourselves it’s not our problem.  We try to forget that we are a part of Jesus, who is big enough to save this world. Jesus, we confess that we love our life too much. Jesus, I have not done enough to help stop the killing in Gaza. Jesus, I have not done enough to help stop the killing in the Ukraine. Or in Haiti, or in Philadelphia, or anywhere… What can I do? Jesus, help me to ask this expecting an answer. I want to be more like you Jesus. I want to give my life for others. Jesus, what can I do?  In Jesus name, Amen.  
 


Silent Meditation…………………….Words of Forgiveness

Please stand
[bookmark: _Hlk213697251]Opening Praise Song         “Rise Again (Valley of Dry Bones)         Inspired by Ezekiel 37 - Country Gospel

I was standing in a valley, dry bones all around,
No sign of life, just silence on the ground.
But then I heard a whisper, deep inside my soul,
"Can these bones live again? Watch My power unfold."

Refrain: 
     He said, “Prophesy, speak to the wind,” “Call the breath, let life begin.”
     What was dead will rise again, By the Word of the Great I Am.
     From the ashes, hope will grow, He’s breathing life into these bones.
     Oh, rise again, oh rise again— Dry bones come alive, amen!

Every shattered dream, every broken part,
He's putting them together with a healing heart.
From scattered dust to standing tall,
His Spirit moves and conquers all. (Refrain 2x)

Yes dry bones comes alive, Amen

Opening Prayer
Breathing God, You who stand with us in the valley, You who see what feels dry and lifeless, Come and speak Your word among us today. Breathe Your Spirit into weary hearts. Awaken hope where we have declared an ending. As we worship, open our ears to hear You, and open our graves to Your life. In Jesus’ name, Amen
     
Please Be Seated
Youth Message

Joys & Concerns …………….Gathered Prayer

Singing of THE LORD'S PRAYER–   
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen
Gifts and Offerings                                                                         
[bookmark: _Hlk155281033]Offertory                                             “Revive Us Again ”                                 Please join in singing!
Please stand
The Doxology              “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”         # 95
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
The Offertory Prayer

Dismissal of the Youth

Hymn                                                “Spirit of the Living God”                              # 393

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me,
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me.
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. (Repeat all)

Please be seated
Scripture  Lesson                                         Ezekiel 37:1-14 [RSV]               The Valley of Dry Bones
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me round among them; and behold, there were very many upon the valley; and lo, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, thou knowest.” 4 Again he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And as I looked, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great host.
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you home into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken, and I have done it, says the Lord.”
                                                                                                     
Sermon                                                                                                  "The Valley Is Not The End"
           
Please stand
*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                        The Apostles’ Creed

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
 

Closing Hymn                         “Breath on Me Breath of God”               # 420
Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew,
That I may love what Thou dost love, and do what Thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,
Until with Thee I will one will, to do and to endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly Thine,
Til all this earthly part of me glows with Thy fire divine.

Benediction
[bookmark: _Hlk143261828]
Choral Benediction                               “Take Time To Be Holy: Vs 4
Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul,
Each thought and each motive beneath His control.
Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love,
thou soon shalt be fitted for service above.



[image: ]Lectionary Scripture Readings
Reading the bible helps us develop and grow spiritually. We grow our relationship with God as we spend time with Him in prayer and in reading the Bible daily.
March 29, 2026 - Liturgy of the Palms
Matthew 21:1-11 - Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
March 29, 2026 - Liturgy of the Passion 
Matthew 26:14-27: or Matthew 27:11-54 - Psalm 31:9-16 - Philippians 2:5-11

Prayer Requests from March 15th 
[bookmark: _Hlk159244832][bookmark: _Hlk147239887]Please see website

Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton    Pastor Lori                         
Tracey & Bill Lewis             Pastor Lori           Amber Sarkar                Lori Rovevelli                   Crescentville UMC
Prayers for those living with constant pain and other ailments.   
For those who are sick, and those that grieve.  For those who live in war zones and poverty.

For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    

UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS
March – April 2026

Feb 18th thru April 2nd - The season of Lent

MARCH 22ND THRU 29TH – Creevey Vacation
Worship Videos for March 22nd & March 29th will be available after March 30th
Pastor Lori will send out the prayer requests each Sunday.

March 29th – Palm Sunday 10:30 Worship -  
                        Bowling party in the afternoon.
[image: ]

April 2nd - Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM Worship
                   Holy Communion & stripping of altar.
   No video recording for this service – please join us in church!

April 3rd – Good Friday 7:00 PM Tenebrae service
   No video recording for this service – please join us in church!

April 5th – Easter Sunday NO HOLY COMMUNION 
                  Holy Communion will be on April 19th
		Morning refreshments will be served from 9:30 AM – 10:15 AM
		Coffee hour after worship

April 12th – Laity Sunday

April 19th – Youth Sunday – topic Earth Day
                     Holy Communion

April 26th – After worship Women’s Fellowship 
            Fashion show “Apron Strings for Spring
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* Crescentville Bowling Party — all invited.
March 29,2026 12:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Pike Lanes

>>>>>> > W» 121 Second Street Pike in Southampton, PA.

»> > »»»» W {between Street Road and County Line Road.}

V O SEE SUE SNYDER FOR A SIGN UP SHEET
PLEASE BRING LUNCH FOOD TO SHARE
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