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First Sunday of Advent                                      HOPE                                    November 30, 2025

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Christ, Be Our Light” 
Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us Your building sheltering others, Walls made of living stone.

Refrain:
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in Your church gathered today.

Many the gifts, many the people, Many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another, Making Your Kingdom come. (Refrain)

Welcome & Announcements
Birthday Recognitions
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Crescentville UMC Celebrates
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
03 Rich Snyder – 15 Marine Jean – 
16 Annette Dorbah – 29 Edward Paye

Is there anyone else celebrating a birthday in December?

[bookmark: _Hlk135646472]BIRTHDAY RESPONSIVE READING

Celebrants: We thank God for the gift of life.

People: We thank God for you whose birthdays we celebrate this December!

Celebrants:	Life is precious.

People: We are grateful for all of you.  May God bless you in this time and throughout all your days.

All:  We are glad that God has brought us together in this world.  We are enriched by those who come into our lives, our families, our church, and our community.  May we always be open to seeing God in others.  May we always follow God’s leading into the future.

Celebrants:	Thanks be To God for the gift of life.

People: Thanks be to God for the gift of life.   Amen.

Please stand
 Chorus of Welcome                   “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!  Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, 
the family of God.
Call to Worship

    L: The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy.
    P: Watch for this gift!
    L: Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come.
    P: The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy.
    L: Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world!
    P: Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN.

Opening Hymn                           “Advent Hymn”

Christ whose glory fills the skies, Christ the Everlasting Light 
The Son of Righteousness arise, and triumph o'er these shades of night.. 


Come Thou long awaited one in the fullness of Your Love 
And loose this heart bound up by shame and I will never be the same. 
     
   Refrain:
   So here I wait in hope of You, Oh my soul's longing through and through. 
   Dayspring from on high be near And daystar in my heart appear.. 

Dark and cheerless is the morn until Your love in me is born. 
And joyless is the evening sun until Emmanuel has come. 

    Repeat Refrain 2x

Please be seated
Advent Candle Lighting

Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. This is the candle of
HOPE. With Christians around the world, we use this light to help us prepare
our hearts and minds for the coming of God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
May we receive God’s light as we hear the words of the prophet Isaiah:
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.”-Isaiah 9:2

Let us pray:
Lord as we look to the birth of Jesus, grant that the light of your love for us
will help us to become lights in the lives of those around us. Prepare our
hearts for the joy and gladness of your coming, for Jesus is our hope. Amen.

Choral Response:  “The Light Of The World Is Jesus”
The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, The Light of the world is Jesus!
Like sunshine at noonday, His glory shone in; The Light of the world is Jesus!
Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; Sweetly the light has dawned upon me;
Once I was blind, but now I can see: The Light of the world is Jesus!

Opening Prayer   (In Unison)

O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving you by serving others with hope and compassion. In Christ’s Name, we pray. AMEN

Please Be Seated
Youth Message

Joys & Concerns ………… Gathered Prayer

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

Gifts and Offerings                                                                     

Offertory                                “Light The Candle of Hope”          Please join in singing!

Please stand
*The Doxology  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  [TUNE: VENI EMMANUEL]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
The Offertory Prayer

Dismissal of the Youth

 
Hymn of Reflection                       “I Want To Be Ready”                       # 722

Refrain: I want to be ready, I want to be ready, I want to be ready, 
              To walk into Jerusalem, just like John

Oh, John, oh John, oh what did you say; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John
That you’d be there on judgement day; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John (Refrain)

John said the city was just foursquare; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John
And he declared he’d meet me there; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John  (Refrain)

Now sinners, mind how you step on the cross; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John
Your foot might slip and your soul get lost; Walk in Jerusalem, just like John  (Refrain)

I want to be ready, I want to be ready, I want to be ready, To walk into Jerusalem, just like John


Please be seated

Gospel  Lesson                                         Matthew 24:36-44 [NRSV]
The Necessity for Watchfulness
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Sermon                                                                          “Getting Ready for Christ”    

Please stand

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles’ Creed

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Closing Hymn        
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah,we are goin' to see the King!

No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,
No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,
No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King!


No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King,
No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King,
No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King!

Benediction


Choral Benediction               “I Want To Be Ready”                       # 722
Refrain: I want to be ready, I want to be ready, I want to be ready,
To walk into Jerusalem, just like John  (repeat all)



[bookmark: _Hlk87603327]Lectionary Scripture Readings
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December 07, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent   
Matthew 3:1-12 – Isaiah 11:1-10 – Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 – Romans 15:4-13
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      WORSHIP 10:30 AM
        Instead of a sermon, our youth will perform
 “Narration of the Christmas Tree”.

    AFTER WORSHIP
AFTER WORSHIP WE WILL HAVE A
HOLIDAY COVERED DISH LUNCHEON
Please bring your favorite holiday dish to share.
Beverages and desserts will be provided.
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Description automatically generated]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy, please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
We understand that praying, especially for others, fuels our spirit, which changes our life for the better. When we pray, we connect to our Lord, the one Who can change any situation for the better. At the same time, or closeness to God in prayers opens our hearts for change.

Prayer Requests from November 23rd 
Joy that Collingwoode traveled safely to Sierra Leone, and prayers for safety while he is away, and prayers for Marina.
Zilpha asking for traveling mercies when she goes home to St. Vincent for a visit.
Prayers for peace around the world and prayers for those who mourn their loss.
Prayers for Sheryl Duke and that Carol Evans has good test results.
JOY - Gerry Rozanski's granddaughter Jade is celebrating her 27th birthday.
Continued prayers for Amber Sarkar, and prayer for Cass Cassiano as she is Amber's caretaker.
Prayers for Pam Santilli as she grieves the loss of her husband, David Santilli.
Traveling mercies for Rhonda as she travels to TN for an early Christmas.
Prayers for Linda Matthews, she has severe back pain and is in a back brace.
Prayers for Al Pierson who has heart and kidneys problems.  It is "touch & go".
Prayers for Jean Jacques Jean for continued direction and success of his business.
Prayers for comfort and peace for the family of Marva Valentine as they grieve her loss.
Prayers for Allyson Jenkins niece, Anaville Mohammed who was shot in the head in Trinidad for her car, she will be laid to rest tomorrow. Please keep her family in prayer.
Prayers for Wilnor's mom who is not feeling well.  She was taken to the hospital and is waiting for test results.
Prayers for Betty Broza who is still in the hospital.  Prayers for motivation and recovery.
Gene was in a car accident this week and he is thankful that no one was hurt. Kathy Saloky will continue to wear a cast for a few weeks, please continue to keep her in prayer.

Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Scott Meyer      Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton  Betty Brzoza Tracey & Bill Lewis    Jennifer    Pastor Lori      Fatu Blibio
For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   
For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 
Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!        



UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS

CRESCENTVILLE UMC ADVENT STUDY 2025
Pastor Lori Reyes will lead an Advent study on
THURSDAYS 12/4, 12/11, 12/18  7 PM on Zoom
Theme:  “advent[ure] A journey through the Christmas story
ZOOM LINK (will be sent out by text & email)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89923098364?pwd=vojJqMJ1j3agZHYRrEoFKbQd0mtsLS.1
passcode 629438
We have handouts at Church for those who plan to join us for this study,
or the study pages are also available on our website for download.
For study pages to read or download go to our web page
https://www.crescentvilleumc.com/advent-study-2025
The study will not be recorded.

SATURDAY DECEMBER 6TH – CARSON SIMPSON FARMS 
Winter Wonderland- December 6th, 2025- 4:00pm-5:30pm
Join us for our annual Winter Wonderland, an outdoor celebration of the season. We will have crafts, lawn games, a bonfire, hot chocolate, carols, a nativity, and a very special tree lighting. 
The event is free and open to everyone - no registration required! People may come when they wish,
 and the tree lighting begins at 5:00.
More information will be available via Facebook closer to the date!
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=carson%20simpson%20farm

ADVENT SUNDAYS – 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12TH – NOON
Women’s Fellowship Meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk214561037]SUNDAY DECEMBER 21ST
Instead of a sermon, our youth will perform “Narration of the Christmas Tree”.
AFTER WORSHIP WE WILL HAVE A HOLIDAY COVERED DISH LUNCHEON
Please bring your favorite holiday dish to share.

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24TH – CHRISTMAS EVE
Service of carols and lessons.  7 PM

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28TH WORSHIP will be a carol hymn sing.
Worship team will lead worship. (Gene, Sue S, John C, Sue S)
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