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1st Sunday in Lent                                                                                                         March 9, 2025

Prelude
Preparing for Worship  “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” – please join in singing

Welcome & Announcements

Please stand
 Chorus of Welcome                              “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!  Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, 
the family of God.

*Call to Worship                                                                                                        Psalm 91                                                                                                
    L: You have made the Lord your defender, the Most High your protector,
    P: and so no disaster will strike you, no violence will come near your home.
    L: God will put His angels in charge of you to protect you wherever you go.
    P: They will hold you up with their hands to keep you from hurting your feet on the stones.

*Hymn of Repentance                                  “Thy Holy Wings, O Savior”                                    # 502

    Thy holy wings, O Savior, spread gently over me, and let me rest securely
    through good and ill in Thee.  O be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place,
    and let my every moment be lived within Thy grace.

    O wash me in the waters of Noah’s cleansing flood; give me a willing spirit,
    a hear both clean and good. And take into Thy keeping Thy children great and small,
    and while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all.

Please Be Seated

Prayer of Confession   (seated and bowed)

    Almighty and everlasting God, You hate nothing that You have made and forgive the sins
    of all who seek Your grace: create and make in us new and repentant hearts so that,
    as we confess our sins to you, and acknowledge our weaknesses, we would come to know
    of Your wondrous mercy and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord,
    who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
    one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Silent Prayer and Meditation…………………….Words of Forgiveness

*Hymn of Grace                                     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                     # 110

    A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper he amid the flood
    of mortal ills prevailing.  For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
    his craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.

 Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, were not the right man on our side,
 the man of God's own choosing.  Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he;
 Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle.

  And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, we will not fear,
  for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us. The Prince of Darkness grim,
  we tremble not for him; his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him.

    That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; the Spirit and the gifts are ours,
    thru him who with us sideth. Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
    the body they may kill; God's truth abideth still; his kingdom is forever.
Youth Message                                                                                                           

Joys & Concerns……………Gathered Prayer


Singing of THE LORD'S PRAYER–   
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Gifts and Offerings                                                                     

Offertory                                          “Jesus Tempted In The Desert”                      Please join in singing!

Please stand
*The Doxology     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”     [TUNE: HAMBURG]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
The Offertory Prayer

Dismissal of the Youth

 *Hymn                            “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”   [vs. 1-4]                            # 269

    Lord, who throughout these forty days for us didst fast and pray,
    teach us with thee to mourn our sins and close by thee to stay.

    As thou with Satan didst contend, and didst the victory win,
    O give us strength in thee to fight, in thee to conquer sin.

    As thou didst hunger bear, and thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord,
    to die to self, and chiefly live by thy most holy word.

    And through these days of penitence, and through thy passiontide,
    yea, evermore in life and death, Jesus, with us abide.

Please be seated

Gospel Lesson                                                                 St. Luke 4:1-13   (Common English Bible)

    Jesus returned from the Jordan River full of the Holy Spirit, and was led by the Spirit
    into the wilderness. 2 There he was tempted for forty days by the devil. He ate nothing
    during those days and afterward Jesus was starving. 3 The devil said to him,
   “Since you are God’s Son, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.”  4 Jesus replied,
   “It’s written, People won’t live only by bread.”   5 Next the devil led him to a high place
    and showed him in a single instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 The devil said,
   “I will give you this whole domain and the glory of all these kingdoms. It’s been entrusted to me
    and I can give it to anyone I want. 7 Therefore, if you will worship me, it will all be yours.”
  8 Jesus answered, “It’s written, You will worship the Lord your God and serve only him.” 
  9 The devil brought him into Jerusalem and stood him at the highest point of the temple.
    He said to him, “Since you are God’s Son, throw yourself down from here; 10 for it’s written:
    He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you 11 and they will take you up
    in their hands so that you won’t hit your foot on a stone.” 
 12 Jesus answered, “It’s been said, Don’t test the Lord your God.”
 13 After finishing every temptation, the devil departed from him until the next opportunity.

Sermon                                                                                                                     “Led By the Spirit”

Please stand

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                      The Apostles’ Creed

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

*Hymn                                        “He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought”                                       # 128

    He leadeth me: O blessed thought!  O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
    Whate'er I do, where'er I be, still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me.

Refrain:  He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me;
               his faithful follower I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me.

    Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes where Eden's bowers bloom,
    by waters still, o'er troubled sea, still 'tis his hand that leadeth me.		Refrain

    Lord, I would place my hand in thine, nor ever murmur nor repine;
    content, whatever lot I see, since 'tis my God that leadeth me.			Refrain

    And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace the victory's won,
    e'en death's cold wave I will not flee, since God through Jordan leadeth me.	Refrain

Benediction
Quiet Meditation, Reflection, and Prayer

*Choral Benediction                  “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”    [vs. 5]                  # 269

Abide with us, that so, this life of suffering over past,
an Easter of unending joy we may attain at last.
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Though Satan loves to whisper in our ears that we’re screw ups, mess ups, and unlovable mistakes, that’s not what the Bible says. So let’s ignore Satan and stick with the source of truth! The Bible shows us that God knows we will fail to be perfect. Good thing He doesn’t demand perfection! But He does ask that we purpose in our hearts to daily follow and honor him. God’s grace, when we ask for forgiveness, is guaranteed. The Bible assures us that God never withholds forgiveness when asked. Wahoo! Blessed assurance! God is our loving father. Like an earthly father, He seeks the best for us. His standards and truth serve as healthy boundaries to keep us from the pain of sin.
March 16, 2025 - Second Sunday in Lent
Luke 13:31-35 - Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 - Psalm 27 - Philippians 3:17-4:1
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Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,
please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029.
Praying for others helps us actively focus on the needs of others instead of ourselves. Praying for others forces us to think about what they need. That process can lead to us being more outwardly focused in all of our relationships.

Prayers Requests from February 9th 
PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOUR PRAYER REQUEST WAS NOT ENTERED ON A PRAYER CARD, IT IS NOT LISTED HERE.
Luoli Kulah - prayers for recovery from knee replacement surgery
Mark Whited - had a fall, sore back, neck, shoulder, knees.  Prayers for recovery.
Lori Rovevelli (Gene Saloky sister) in hospital being treated for intestinal blockage and possible surgery.
Ina Smith (Cocoa's mom) having a colonoscopy this week because they found another blockage.
Prayers for Patrick for a good outcome with a work event.
Prayers for Cora who is hoping to be selected for a new school.
Prayers for Pope Francis
Prayers for Dave Greenlaw who has been hospitalized twice in the past week.  Doctor's can not find the cause of his problem.
Prayers for our country.
Prayers for the Bernard family and Haiti
ADDED TO CONTINUED PRAYER LIST:  The Bresnan Family
Prayer request for Diana's granddaughter Ally who is flying to Chicago today for an audition. Prayers for traveling mercies.

Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Scott Meyer    Cass Quigley          Sheryl Duke      Bresnan Family   
David & Esther Clinton   Betty Brzoza      Victoria Somers      Meghann Riley  
Prayers for the Bishop and Cabinet as the decide who will be our next Pastor.    
For families, especially:
Betty Sauerwald & family    Zilpha and James Browne   
The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families      
Jean Bernard and family      The Spotts Family
For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia          
Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church! 

[image: ]Hello everyone,
There is a summer internship opportunity for Naiima Jabati that I would like us to support. 

Mosaic Ministeries which is a part of the United Methodist Church is opting to part sponsor half of the required $2,500 cost if Crescentville pays the other half. 

Pastor Randy and Sue Snyder have consented to be her mentor, and I am kindly asking for your approval. The deadline for registration is 03/10/25.

I have attached a link about the internship and feel free to contact Sue Snyder for more information.
https://www.epaumc.org/mosaic/cultivate/
Thanks for all that you do for our church.
Edward Paye

Calendar of Events

           LENTEN WEDNESDAY GATHERINGS
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Wednesday’s during the Lenten season
          March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9.
              Noon – in church hall.
Pastor Randy will provide his homemade soup!
  Beverages and dessert will be provided.
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              TODAY AFTER CHURCH
                All ladies are invited!!

         FRIDAY, MARCH 21ST AT NOON

          Save the Date
[image: A black and white hat with a bow

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]              “Hats Off To Spring” 
            A fashion show fundraiser
                 Sunday, April 27th
   1:30 – 3:30 PM      Admission $ 10.00
          All are welcome to attend.
A 50’s and 60’s fashion show and program with a display of hats, 
including African head wraps, Late 1800’s to current day.

Refreshments will be served after the show.

                             (This fashion show is in lieu of our traditional Women's Fellowship Tea)
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