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[image: ]The Service of Diminishing Lights on a crown of thorns is used at the beginning of our worship service to put an emphasis on the weeks that rapidly move from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday morning. Like the Advent Wreath, the circle of gathering darkness created by the candles and the crown of thorns serves as a constant reminder of the role of human sin in bringing about the crucifixion and the need for Resurrection.

     By participating in a weekly rite as a part of the worship experience, individuals can use the silent time available surrounding this service to contemplate their role in the Lenten story. Families, individuals, young and old can be used as participants in this service, as well as acolytes, church officers, and other worship leaders.

     May your Lenten season lead you to an empty tomb and a chorus of Hallelujahs.

PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Where Charity & Love Prevail”

Welcome and Announcements

Please stand

 Chorus of Welcome                              “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!  Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship                                                                                                               Saying Good-bye

Leader:  Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent. In three short weeks, on Easter Sunday, we will celebrate the 
               end  of Lent with a jubilant chorus of  

People: The Lord has risen indeed!

Leader:  But that victory is not yet in sight as Jesus walks toward the deathly darkness of Good Friday, 
               alone, so very alone. The disciples did not seem to understand what was really going on and what 
               was going to happen in these coming days. So, Jesus tried to teach them, to show them,

People:  To explain to them.  To prepare them.

Leader:   For the coming crisis. Jesus knew what was already unfolding and began to say good-bye. 

People: He said good-bye by taking a basin and a towel and washing all their feet, even Peter's feet, 
              and Judas’ feet.

Leader: And he said, "I give you an example that you also should do as I did to you”

People: He said good-bye by saying “Little children, I am with you a little while longer”. 

Leader: By saying:

People: A new commandment I give to you that you love one another even as I have loved you. 

Leader: By saying:

People: “Let not your heart be troubled, I go to prepare a place for you."

Leader: By saying: “Peace I leave with you; not as the world gives do I give to you.”
 
People:  In these darkening days of Lent, let us hear these words of Christ. Let us see God’s love
    and care, shining brightly against the black Good Friday horizon that looms up in the background. 

(extinguish the flame of another candle.)

Choral Response:                             “More love to Thee, Oh Christ”       (Vs 1)                          # 453

More love to Thee, oh Christ, more love to Thee! Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee...
This is my earnest plea More love, oh Christ, to Thee More love to Thee, more love to Thee!
More love to Thee,  more love to Thee!

Please be seated
Prayer of Confession  (seated and bowed) 
 Jesus forgive us for not calling out for help. When we are going through something difficult, we often just try to keep going and make our way through it. Jesus, you have asked us to stop and trust you. Help us to trust you more. Help us to not be so overwhelmed by our busyness or our emotions that we forget that you are still right next to us. We confess that sometimes we take our eyes off of you. But Jesus, we want to return to you. We want to see you everywhere we look. We cry out now Jesus. Save us! In your name we pray, Amen. 
   


Silent Meditation…………………….Words of Forgiveness


Please Stand
[bookmark: _Hlk213697251]Opening Praise Song         “Open The Eyes Of My Heart”      by Michael Smith adapted for worship

[bookmark: _Hlk213697056]Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see you, I want to see you 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see you, I want to see you 

To see You high and lifted up Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love As we sing holy, holy, holy

REPEAT ALL 3 X

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you

Opening Prayer
Lord Jesus, You who gave sight to the man born blind, open our eyes today. In this Lenten season, we confess that we do not always see clearly. We judge instead of love, we assume instead of understand. Anoint our eyes with Your Spirit. Lead us from darkness into Your light. Help us to see You as Lord, to see others as Your beloved children, and to see ourselves as Your servants. Shine in our hearts as we worship You.
     
Please Be Seated
Youth Message

Joys & Concerns …………….Gathered Prayer

Singing of THE LORD'S PRAYER–   
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen
Gifts and Offerings                                                                         
[bookmark: _Hlk155281033]Offertory                                             “Irish Blessing ”                                 Please join in singing!
Please stand
The Doxology              “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”    [tune: HAMBURG}                  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The Offertory Prayer

Dismissal of the Youth

Hymn                                  “Amazing Grace”    [V. 1-3, 6]                          Upbeat Version

    Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved, that saved a wretch like me!
    I once was lost, but now I’m found; was blind, but now I see.

    Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
    how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.

    Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come;
    was grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

    When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
    we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun.

Please be seated
Scripture  Lesson                           John 9:1-12   [RSV]                         A Man Born Blind Receives Sight
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Silo′am” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” 10 They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Silo′am and wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
                                                                                                     
Sermon                                                                                                                 "Clearly Seeing Jesus"
           
Please stand
*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                        The Apostles’ Creed

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
 

Closing Hymn                         “Be Thou My Vision”                                      # 451     

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

Great God of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Benediction
[bookmark: _Hlk143261828]
Choral Benediction                     “Open The Eyes Of My Heart”                       adapted for benediction

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see you, I want to see you

To see You high and lifted up Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love As we sing holy, holy, holy

Open the eyes of my heart Lord, Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see you, I want to see you

Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you
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Lectionary Scripture Readings
Reading the bible corrects us when we sin. The Bible shows us sin in our lives and helps keep us from sin in the first place.
March 22, 2026 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
John 11:1-45 - Ezekiel 37:1-14 - Psalm 130 - Romans 8:6-11


[bookmark: _Hlk147239887]
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[bookmark: _Hlk187057156]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy, please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
When we pray for others, we are doing what Jesus did. The Bible tells us of the many, many times Jesus prayed for others and told us to do the same.


[bookmark: _Hlk159244832]Prayer Requests From March 8th 
Prayers for Jim Creevey as he struggles with balance issues
Reonna is happy that they are back in church with Zilpha (Grandmom)
Prayers for Jean Jaques Jean as he is not feeling well.
Prayers for Erin Kelly as she will have a procedure dine this week.
Prayers for all that are not in worship today.
Prayers for Diana Bizousky for successful eye surgery and recovery.
Prayers for Jahcurie's friend as he is confirmed this week.
Prayers for Jean Bernard & Family and for one problem resolution this week.
Prayers for Kerri & John for good health
Prayers for Lee & John for continued good health results.
Prayers for Simon to find a good job.

Continuing Prayers for: 
Martha & Wondor Korto     Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton    Pastor Lori                         
Tracey & Bill Lewis             Pastor Lori           Amber Sarkar                Lori Rovevelli                   Crescentville UMC
Prayers for those living with constant pain and other ailments.   
For those who are sick, and those that grieve.  For those who live in war zones and poverty.

For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    







UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS
March – April 2026

Feb 18th thru April 2nd - The season of Lent

Wednesdays March 18    Lent Bible Study on Zoom

MARCH 22ND THRU 29TH – Creevey Vacation
Worship Videos for March 22nd & March 29th will be available after March 30th
Pastor Lori will send out the prayer requests each Sunday.

March 29th – Palm Sunday 10:30 Worship -  
                        Bowling party in the afternoon.
[image: ]


April 2nd - Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM Worship
                   Holy Communion & stripping of altar.
   No video recording for this service – please join us in church!

April 3rd – Good Friday 7:00 PM Tenebrae service
   No video recording for this service – please join us in church!

April 5th – Easter Sunday NO HOLY COMMUNION 
                  Holy Communion will be on April 19th
   Morning refreshments will be served from 9:30 AM – 10:15 AM
		Coffee hour after worship

April 12th – Laity Sunday

April 19th – Youth Sunday – topic Earth Day
                     Holy Communion

April 26th – After worship Women’s Fellowship 
            Fashion show “Apron Strings for Spring”
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* Crescentville Bowling Party — all invited.
March 29,2026 12:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Pike Lanes

>>>>>> > W» 121 Second Street Pike in Southampton, PA.

»> > »»»» W {between Street Road and County Line Road.}

V O SEE SUE SNYDER FOR A SIGN UP SHEET
PLEASE BRING LUNCH FOOD TO SHARE
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