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Week 3—The Shepherds Are Called to the Stable
Main Themes: Worship and Affirmation

Read Luke 2:8-20
The story of another impulse trip after an angelic visitation, some lowly men became the first witnesses to the birth of the Messiah. They worshiped him and then went back to work. Everyone was amazed except Mary; the prophecy told to her was coming to pass.

• Why were shepherds the first to see the Messiah?



 • From where do you come to worship Jesus? 



NOTES:









What leads you to worship? Does your everyday routine have to be interrupted, or does it fit right in? The shepherds were doing what they do each and everyday, except something different happened. They were suddenly given an opportunity to worship. An invitation to worship happened in front of their eyes ... right where they were, in the middle of their everyday lives.

Romans 12:1-2 is often used to teach how worship can be a lifestyle rather than an experience. Consider the way Eugene Peterson's paraphrase puts it in The Message:

So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, going-to-work and walking-around life - and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for Him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what He wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you;

The shepherds didn't have to go to church to have the opportunity to worship - it met them face to face. Of
course it took them by surprise, but let’s be honest. How often do we react with surprise when we encounter God? Should it always catch us off guard? What is our response when it happens? Do we just go back to what we were doing, act like it never happened - or do we respond with praise?



One has to wonder with what kind of doubt they approached the manger. With what kind of doubt did they leave their flocks, or figure out what to do with their flocks, and approach Bethlehem? But then, with what kind of confidence did they return? If the shepherds had just been traveling through town and seen a baby with his parents, or heard the cry of a newborn, they may have thought, "oh, cute baby!" but would they have really paid attention to it? They approached the manger with anticipation and the expectation to because of what the angel had told them.

In going to see the child, the shepherds also experienced affirmation that what the angel said to them was real. Think back to the scripture and consider what Luke 2:12 says '..this is a sign for you: You will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger' It was after this declaration that the heavenly hosts appeared praising God. After the angels departed, we read in verse 15 that the Shepherds said let's go right now... and confirm what the Lord has said to us:'

You don't have to keep up with the Joneses to worship God. Shepherds had tough jobs. They were often looked down on, yet these are the ones God chose to reveal the news of Jesus' birth - Emmanuel, God with us. Not only did they get this news, they received an invitation to see the Messiah face to face. Its like the difference between a super cute baby announcement you get in the mail (or on Facebook) with a picture and details, and an invitation to come visit and hold that newborn baby. It is a special enough thing to receive the news of the birth, but to be invited to see him, with landmarks of where to find him and how to recognize him, must have made them feel special and significant. Jesus' presence in our lives reminds us of our value.
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