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“God Loves Us With Such Mercy”
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Crescentville United Methodist Church
 
16th Sunday after Pentecost                                                                               September 17, 2023

Welcome and Prayer

Announcements

Please stand

 Chorus of Welcome                              “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!  Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship                                                                                                                             Psalm 114                                                                                

L:  When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language,

P:  Judah became God's sanctuary, Israel his dominion.

L:  The sea looked and fled; Jordan turned back.

P:  The mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs.

L:  Why is it, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back?

P:  O mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like lambs?

L:  Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the God of Jacob,

P:  who turns the rock into a pool of water, the flint into a spring of water.

Opening Worship Song                “Way Maker”
.
You are here moving in our midst; I worship you, I worship you
You are here working in this place; I worship you, I worship you

[bookmark: _Hlk144924354]    Refrain:    Way maker, Miracle worker, Promise keeper, 
                     Light in the darkness, My God, That is who You are [Repeat]

You are here, touching every heart; I worship you, I worship you
[bookmark: _Hlk144924469]You are here, healing every heart; I worship you, I worship you    {Refrain}

You are here, turning lives around; I worship you, I worship you
You are here; mending every heart; I worship you, I worship you  {Refrain}

Opening Prayer  
     
[bookmark: _Hlk145574055]Lord Jesus, Thank you for treating us so well. Thank you for waking us up this morning. Lord, each one of us has gone through trials. But whatever we go through, you are always walking by our side. Jesus, each one of us has sinned and gone astray in some way. But Jesus, you drew us back to you. You keep going after us. You keep loving us. You keep forgiving us. Thank you Jesus, you love us so well. Help us to love others like you love us. In Jesus name, Amen.

Please Be Seated
Youth Message

Joys & Concerns …………….Gathered Prayer

Singing of THE LORD'S PRAYER–   
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

Gifts and Offerings                                                                         
Offertory                                      “We Are An Offering”
Doxology              “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”              # 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

The Offertory Prayer

Dismissal of the Youth

Hymn:                                                   “Bless His Holy Name” 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name.

He has done great things, He has done great things, 
He has done great things; bless His holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name.
  
Scripture Lesson                                                                                                                 Psalm 103:1-13

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits - who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. The LORD works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.
Sermon                                                                                                      “God Loves Us with Such Mercy!”

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                    The Apostles’ Creed

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
 
Hymn                                                        “Freely, Freely”                                                                      # 389

God forgave my sin in Jesus' name. I've been born again in Jesus' name.
And in Jesus' name I come to you to share His love as He told me to.

            Refrain: He said 'Freely, freely you have received freely, freely give’
                          Go in my name, and because you believe others will know that I live.

All pow'r is giv'n in Jesus' name, in earth and heav'n in Jesus name.
And in Jesus' name I come to you, to share His pow'r as He told me to. [Refrain}

God gives us life in Jesus' name,  He lives in us in Jesus' name.
And in Jesus' name I come to you, to share His peace as He told me to. [Refrain]

Benediction


[bookmark: _Hlk143261828]Choral Benediction                  “The Spirit Sends Us Forth To Serve”  [VS 3,4]

We go to be the hands of Christ, to scatter joy like seed and all our days, to cherish life, to do the loving deed. Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim.
God’s Spirit has empowered us; We go in Jesus’ name.
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[bookmark: _Hlk87606323]Lectionary Scripture Readings
The Bible says Jesus is the Word spoken to create and redeem all of us. Jesus is the Person of God and His presence flows in the Bible. When we read the Bible, we drink the very presence of Jesus and all that good contained in Him.
September 24, 2023 – 17th Sunday After Pentecost
Matthew 20:1-16 - Exodus 16:2-15 - Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 - Philippians 1:21-30                                                        
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Women’s Fellowship meeting – all women are invited!
                 Monday, September 18th at noon.
Please bring your lunch, beverages and dessert will be provided.
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     Saturday, October 28th Crescentville Flea Market
                         9:00 AM – 1:30 PM
      Please talk with Sue Snyder to volunteer to help!
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Join us TODAY
September 17, 2023 - After Worship 

for a meeting with Pastor Brendan 
For anyone interested in joining our
 all new WORSHIP COMMITTEE and/or PRAISE TEAM!
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Please consider volunteering to participate in worship
- as a worship leader, or to read scripture.
- help as Communion Ushers
- acolytes
- volunteers to learn how to work with audio & video
These volunteers will meet together in the front of the church 
 immediately after worship.  (Expected time for meeting is ½ hour)
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We would love to have singers and musicians
              join the Praise Team
This group will also help to select worship songs.
Pastor Brendan would like time to pick a few songs and practice singing. This group will meet after the Worship Committee meeting.


Pastor Brendan is asking for help with Outreach – to work with Pastor Brendan to get out into the community to make Crescentville UMC known and to invite people to church.


[image: ]
[image: A close-up of a logo

Description automatically generated]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy, please call the church and leave a message.   (215) 745-7115.
When we pray for someone else it draws us closer in relationships. Praying for your spouse, child, or friend helps them to see how much you love them. Almost no one you meet will decline being prayed over. Offering to pray for someone is a free and powerful gift you can give to anyone you meet.

Prayer Requests from September 10th 

Martha - thank you for prayers for her and her daughter Wondor.  Wondor is healing well and has started PT.

Kamara & Macauley families thank us for prayers. Georgina Kamara was laid to rest on 9/8.

Prayers for Paul Wilson as he makes an employment decision.

Continued prayers for Darryl & Maurice Sutton as they heal from collar bone injuries.

Carol Evans- bloodwork for Leukemia came out good.

Prayers for Cocoa's mom & dad, Ina & Ron as Ina receives treatment for cancer.

Prayers for Philip Lee as he struggles with relationship issues.

Prayers for the Moore family as Jeff Moore died at age 55 from pancreatic cancer.

Prayers for Morocco, Africa where 1000 died from an earthquake. Prayers for peace

Jason McKenzie asks for prayers for his health as he may have a heart condition that will prevent him from playing sports.

Prayers for the Kandeh Family - 25 yr old son (whom Dende helped raise)  shot and killed his parents.

Dende asks for prayers for improved health in both shoulders

Prayers for Jacob Monbo Jr as he is attending a big public school for the first time.


Rhonda asks for prayers for her friend Tracey, as she needed to put her father in hospice care. Tracey's parents, Floyd & Joanne Hilshire  just celebratedtheir 60th wedding anniversary.

Continuing Prayers: 
Pastor Brendan Van Gorder & family     The Stefanescu & Mc Manus Families
Zilpha and James Browne      Dorothy Buzzard    Eva Baumgartel       Suzanne Turner     
Caroline (Burghaze’s Daughter)    Rev. Khan         Scott Meyer             Cass Quigley                     Betty Sauerwald & family   Martha & Wondor Korto   The Spotts Family         Marva       
                           
Prayers for the Ukraine and Russia - for world peace. Prayers for our city and an end to violence. Prayers for peace and stability in Sierra Leone. Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our Church.
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