There is not much good we can say about the younger son in today’s Gospel Lesson.  All he seemed to want was what could only benefit Him.  The good we can say about him is that He had a loving, compassionate father.  One who the son knew he could go to for his needs to be met.  But because this father was so loving and compassionate, he not only takes his son back, but he restores him and his place in the family.  Thanks be to God that we can know such love and compassion ourselves!
Dare we get up and go?  - Pastor Randy
Crescentville & Frankford Memorial United Methodist Churches
Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                                                                    March 27, 2022
Welcome
 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

 Call to Worship                                                                                                                   Saying Good-bye                       
    Leader:  Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent. In three short weeks, on Easter Sunday,

                   we will celebrate the end  of Lent with a jubilant chorus of  

    All: The Lord has risen indeed!

    Leader:  But that victory is not yet in sight as Jesus walks toward the deathly darkness

                  of Good Friday.  Alone, so very alone. The disciples did not seem to understand

                  what was really going on and what was going to happen in these coming days.

                  So, Jesus tried to teach them, to show them,

    All:  To explain to them.  To prepare them.

    Leader: For the coming crisis. Jesus knew what was already unfolding and began to say good-bye. 

    All: He said good-bye by taking a basin and a towel and washing all their feet.
           Even Peter's feet.  Even Judas’ feet.

    Leader: And He said, "I give you an example that you also should do as I did to you”

    All: He said good-bye by saying “Little children, I am with you a little while longer.”
    Leader: By saying:

    All: “A new commandment I give to you that you love one another even as I have loved you.”
    Leader: By saying:

    All: “Let not your heart be troubled……I go to prepare a place for you."

    Leader: By saying: “Peace I leave with you; not as the world gives do I give to you.”
    All:  In these darkening days of Lent, let us hear these words of Christ.

            Let us see God’s love and care, shining brightly against the black Good Friday horizon

            that looms up in the background.
(extinguish the flame of one purple candle)
 Opening Hymn                                       “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                                        # 526
    What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!  What a privilege to carry

    everything to God in prayer!  O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
    all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.
    Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere?  We should never be discouraged;
    take it to the Lord in prayer.  Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
    Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.

    Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?  Precious Savior, still our refuge;
    take it to the Lord in prayer.  Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  Take it to the Lord in prayer!
    In his arms he'll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.

 Prayer of Confession  (seated and bowed)                                                                                                                             
    Merciful God, who welcomes back those who stray.  Most merciful God,

    who does not despise sinners: We Your people rely on Your promise

    that You will pardon all who are penitent.  May all who seek You find You;

    Through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord who in glory dwells with You

    and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen.
Silent Meditation…………………….Words of Forgiveness

Hymn of Grace                           “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”  [vs. 5]                              # 269

Abide with us, that so, this life of suffering over past,

an Easter of unending joy we may attain at last.

Children’s Message
Joys & Concerns………………….……..Gathered Prayer…………………………The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses and debts as we forgive our debtors and those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Gifts and Offerings                                                                                                                  The Doxology

                                       “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”  [TUNE: HAMBURG]                       # 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
The Offertory Prayer

Hymn                                              “Jesus Is All the World to Me”   [VS. 1-3]                                           # 469
0
    Jesus is all the world to me, my life, my joy, my all; he is my strength from day to day,
    without him I would fall.  When I am sad, to him I go, no other one can cheer me so;
    when I am sad, he makes me glad, he's my friend.
    Jesus is all the world to me, my friend in trials sore; I go to him for blessings, and
    he gives them o'er and o'er.  He sends the sunshine and the rain, he sends the harvest's golden grain;
    sunshine and rain, harvest of grain, he's my friend.
    Jesus is all the world to me, and true to him I'll be; O how could I this friend deny,
    when he's so true to me?  Following him I know I'm right, he watches o'er me day and night;
    following him by day and night, he's my friend.

Gospel Lesson                                                                                                           St. Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32                                                                                                                   
    All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to him.  2 The Pharisees

    and legal experts were grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
  3 Jesus told them this parable: “A certain man had two sons. 12 The younger son said to his father,

   ‘Father, give me my share of the inheritance.’ Then the father divided his estate between them.
 13 Soon afterward, the younger son gathered everything together and took a trip to a land far away.
    There, he wasted his wealth through extravagant living.  14 “When he had used up his resources,

    a severe food shortage arose in that country and he began to be in need. 15 He hired himself out

    to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to eat his fill

    from what the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything. 17 When he came to his senses, he said,

   ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have more than enough food, but I’m starving to death!
 18 I will get up and go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven

    and against you. 19 I no longer deserve to be called your son. Take me on as one of your hired hands.”’
 20 So he got up and went to his father.  “While he was still a long way off, his father saw him

    and was moved with compassion. His father ran to him, hugged him, and kissed him.
21 Then his son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve

    to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Quickly, bring out the best robe

    and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet! 23 Fetch the fattened calf

    and slaughter it. We must celebrate with feasting 24 because this son of mine was dead

    and has come back to life! He was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
 25 “Now his older son was in the field. Coming in from the field, he approached the house and heard music

    and dancing. 26 He called one of the servants and asked what was going on. 27 The servant replied,

   ‘Your brother has arrived, and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he received his son

    back safe and sound.’ 28 Then the older son was furious and didn’t want to enter in,

    but his father came out and begged him. 29 He answered his father, ‘Look, I’ve served you

    all these years, and I never disobeyed your instruction. Yet you’ve never given me as much

    as a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours returned,

    after gobbling up your estate on prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’
 31 Then his father said, ‘Son, you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.
 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was dead and is alive.

    He was lost and is found.’”

 Sermon                                                                                                                          “…Get Up and Go…”
 Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                       The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Hymn                                      “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”   [VS. 1-3]                                       # 121
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in God's justice, which is more than liberty.
There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good!
There is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood.
For the love of God is broader than the measure of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.
Benediction

Quiet Meditation, Reflection, and Prayer
Choral Benediction                                  “Jesus Is All the World to Me”   [VS. 4]                                   # 469
    Jesus is all the world to me, I want no better friend; I trust him now, I'll trust him when
    life's fleeting days shall end. Beautiful life with such a friend, beautiful life that has no end;
    eternal life, eternal joy, he's my friend.
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP WILL MEET ON APRIL 5TH AT NOON.

  Please bring your lunch, beverages and desserts will be provided

Lectionary Scripture Readings
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If we want to gain life and nourishment for our spirit, it is essential that we spend time with God’s Word. God’s Word is a source of life! It contains infinite help and wisdom. And, when it is read and obeyed in a spirit of faith, it leads us to unimaginable spiritual growth.

April 3, 2022 - Fifth Sunday in Lent 

John 12:1-8 - Isaiah 43:16-21 - Psalm 126 - Philippians 3:4b-14
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Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy, please call the church and leave a message. (215) 745-7115. 

When we pray for others, we are doing what Jesus did. The Bible tells us of the many, many times Jesus prayed for others and told us to do the same.
Prayer Requests 3/20/22

Continuing Prayers: 

Pastor Randy & Family                  Sana Aman      Zilpha Browne       Dorothy Buzzard   

Caroline (Burghaze’s Daughter)    Sheryl Duke     Rev. Khan             Scott Meyer                                   Cass Quigley                                  Betty Sauerwald & family              Jim Creevey

Sylvia Spotts                                   Suzanne Turner   
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   Wednesday Evenings 7:00 PM  - March 9th thru April 6th

     Led by Pastor Randy Live on Zoom      Theme: Prayer

           Zoom login can be found on our website:  

         https://www.crescentvilleumc.com/lent2022
       The link will also be sent out by email and text.

These services are recorded and posted later on Facebook, YouTube, and our website.

                                      
SPRING FLEA MARKET  - MAY 7, 2022 

INDOOR & OUTDOOR SHOPPING!

Please bring to church any items you wish to donate. (No clothing)

If you need help with pick-up of these items, call Sue Snyder 

215-771-4442 
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