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Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king.
In fact, for this reason I was born,
and for this reason I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."      John 18:37
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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY	                           November 23, 2025
	Christ the King is the last Sunday of the season after Pentecost as well as the last Sunday of the church year. This day completes the Christian journey through the life of Jesus Christ on earth and in heaven which began with the preparation for the birth of Jesus in Advent.

	Kings are absolute rulers: they attain power by raising and leading armies into war against other countries. Jesus' war was not against people or against a country, but against sin, death, and the power of the Devil. By his death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus won the war against evil.  	Christians are asked to accept that Jesus fought and won the war for their sakes and to recognize him as King of Kings.

	On Christ the King Sunday, Christians recognize and worship Christ as king of heaven and earth for all time without challenge and without end.  In today’s worship service we celebrate the Christ the King with Scripture lessons and hymns that take us through one year of our Christian journey.

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”

Welcome & Announcements

 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

[bookmark: _Hlk182922076]Call to Worship                                                                                         
Leader: Come to worship Jesus Christ, Alpha and Omega, the one who is, who was, and is to come 
People: We come to worship the one who rules justly 
Leader: Come to worship Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, The firstborn of the dead,
             The ruler of the kings of the earth! 
People: Bread of Heaven, God with us! 
Leader: Good Shepherd, True Vine! 
People: Eternal Word, Great I AM 
Leader: Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace!
All: We come to worship Jesus Christ, King of kings and Lord of lords! 
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk213845234]Opening Praise Song                     Only King Forever - by 7eventh Time Down                         
Our God, a firm foundation
Our rock, the only solid ground - as nations rise and fall

Kingdoms once strong now shaken 
But we trust forever in Your name - the name of Jesus

We trust the name of Jesus 
You are the only King forever; Almighty God we lift You higher
You are the only King forever; Forevermore, You are victorious

Unmatched in all Your wisdom - In love and justice You will reign
And every knee will bow

We bring our expectations; Our hope is anchored in Your name
The name of Jesus; We trust the name of Jesus

You are the only King forever Almighty God we lift You higher
You are the only King forever; Forevermore, You are victorious
You are the only King forever; Almighty God we lift You higher
You are the only King forever; Forevermore, You are victorious
We lift our banner high; We lift the name of Jesus
From age to age You reign; Your kingdom has no end
We lift our banner high; We lift the name of Jesus
From age to age You reign; Your kingdom has no end

You are the only King forever; Almighty God we lift You higher
You are the only King forever; Forevermore, Forevermore
You are the only King forever; Almighty God we lift You higher
You are the only King forever; Forevermore, You are victorious…
Victorious!

Opening Prayer (in unison)
Come once again and feed your flock like a shepherd. Come once again,and gather up the children, the oppressed, the sick, the lonely, the humble, and the rejected of the earth. Turn our hearts to the least of your children, for if we lose them, we become lost. Reconcile us to you and to those we have hurt. On this Christ the King Sunday, join us together with neighbors, with strangers, and especially with our own household. Bring us to your light in our time of darkness, through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
    
Please Be Seated
Youth Message

[bookmark: _Hlk213845276]Joys & Concerns……………The People’s Prayer

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

Receiving God’s Gifts and Offerings                                                                     

[bookmark: _Hlk213845307]Offertory                                        “Christ Is Still The King”                              Please join in singing!
Please stand
The Doxology               “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                 # 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above,
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

 The Offertory Dedication & Prayer

A Celebration of the Church Year

~Advent~  Luke 1:46-55     Mary’s Song
And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me, holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.”

HYMN                                    "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus"                                         # 196

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by Thine all sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne.  Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

~Christmas~  John 1:1-14    The Word Became Flesh
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

HYMN:                     "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice"                                       # 224
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today.
Ox and ass before Him bow, and He is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

~Epiphany~   Isaiah 60:1-6      The Glory of Zion
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light,    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  “Lift up your eyes and look about you:  All assemble and come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip. Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will come. Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the Lord.

HYMN:                               "There's a Song in the Air"                                 # 249
There's a song in the air! There's a star in the sky! 
There's a mother's deep prayer and a baby's low cry! 
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, 
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

There’s a tumult of joy o’er the wonderful birth!
For the virgin’s sweet boy is the Lord of the earth.
Ay! The star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!

~Lent~      Mark 8:31-38    Jesus Predicts His Death
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
                                        
                                                The Way of the Cross
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

HYMN:                                       "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"                                   # 298 
When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown.

~Holy Week~  Hebrews 10:16-25   A Call to Persevere in Faith
“This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord.  I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.”  Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

HYMN:                                   "What Wondrous Love Is This"                                         # 292
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing. To God and to the Lamb I will sing. To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme I will sing.

~Easter~   Acts 10:34-43 
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.  You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.  You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen.  He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen, by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

HYMN:                                                         "Because He Lives"                                              # 364 
God sent His Son, they called him Jesus, He came to love, heal and forgive;
He lived and died, to buy my pardon, An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, Because He lives, all fear is gone;
Because I know He holds the future, And life is worth the living just because He lives.
And life is worth the living just because He lives.
~Pentecost~    Acts 2:1-13 (14-21)    The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Now there were staying in Jerusalem God fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?  Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome  (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs; we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”  Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”  Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

HYMN:                                                  "Sweet, Sweet Spirit"                                                 # 334
There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord;
There are sweet expressions on each face, And I know that I feel presence of the Lord

Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love.
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; 
Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived,  When we shall leave this place

~Christ the King~               Revelation 1:4b-8 
John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne,  and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,  and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father, to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

HYMN:                                               "Crown Him with Many Crowns"                                        # 327
Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne.
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,
and hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love; behold His hands and side,
Those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified;
All hail, Redeemer, hail, for thou hast died for me;
Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                       The Apostles’ Creed

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord: who was conceived
      by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Hymn                                                   Our God Reigns
     How lovely on the mountains are the feet of Him Who brings good news, good news;
     Announcing peace, proclaiming news of happiness: Our God reigns, our God reigns!
     It was our sin and guilt that bruised and wounded Him. It was our sin, that brought Him down.
     When we like sheep had gone astray our Shepherd came and on His shoulders bore our shame.

     Our God reigns! Our God reigns! Our God reigns! Our God reigns!

     Out from the tomb He came with grace and majesty; He is alive, He is alive.
     God loves us so, see here His hands, His feet, His side Yes we know, He is alive.

     Our God reigns! Our God reigns! Our God reigns! Our God reigns!                                          


Benediction                                  

Choral Benediction                        Our God Reigns
Our God reigns! Our God reigns! Our God reigns! Our God reigns!
And He shall reign forever and ever, and He shall reign forever and ever,
And He shall reign forever and ever, and He shall reign forever and ever,
Our God reigns! Our God reigns! Our God reigns! Our God reigns!
Yes Our God reigns!


[image: A close-up of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Lectionary Scripture Readings
Spending time in God’s Word does something pretty amazing—you start to feel peace rule in your heart. This is really noticeable because life is so fast paced. It’s a great reason to read the Bible in the morning especially because it sets the tone for your day.
November 30, 2025 - First Sunday of Advent 
                                   Matthew 24:36-44 – Isaiah 2:1-5 – Psalm 122 – Romans 13:11-14

[bookmark: _Hlk181441225][bookmark: _Hlk181439640][image: A white and green sign with blue doves and text

Description automatically generated]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy, please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
Prayer makes a difference. God’s power is seen when his people join together in prayer for one another. God hears the prayers of his people and he has the power to work mightily in any given situation.


Prayer Requests November 16th
Continued prayers for Amber Sarkar for healing.  Joy - She now has a better outlook and hope.
Joy Gene Saloky is grateful for good test results
Traveling mercies for Collingwoode as he goes to Sierra Leone in November.
Prayers to keep Sheryl Duke safe
Prayers for Annabelle Joseph
Continues prayers for Kristin & Greg.
Joy - Ryan's store had a great opening.
Prayers for Lee as she prepares for retirement.
Prayers for Betty Brzoza continued healing and for better communication with her doctors.

[bookmark: _Hlk214265096]Continuing Prayers for:  
[bookmark: _Hlk214264966]Martha & Wondor Korto - Scott Meyer - Sheryl Duke - David & Esther Clinton - Betty Brzoza 
Tracey & Bill Lewis - Jennifer - Pastor Lori Reyes - Amber Sarkar – Fatu Blibio

For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families,      
Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   
For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 
Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!      

UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS

CRESCENTVILLE UMC ADVENT STUDY 2025
Pastor Lori Reyes will lead an Advent study on
THURSDAYS 11/20, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18  7 PM on Zoom
Theme:  “advent[ure] A journey through the Christmas story
ZOOM LINK (will be sent out by text & email)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89923098364?pwd=vojJQMJ1j3agZHYRREoFKbQd0mtsLS.1
We have handouts at Church for those who plan to join us for this study,
or the study pages are also available on our website for download.
For study pages to read or download go to our web page
https://www.crescentvilleumc.com/advent-study-2025
The study will not be recorded.

TODAY - SUNDAY NOVEMBER 23RD

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY – Youth will lead us in a service that takes
us throughout the Christian  year with scripture and song.

AFTER WORSHIP – DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29TH – CHARGE CONFERENCE - ALL INVITED!
Location: our church  Time 2:00 PM

SATURDAY DECEMBER 6TH – CARSON SIMPSON FARMS WINTER
WONDERLAND    4:00 – 5:30 PM We hope to get youth & others to attend.

ADVENT SUNDAYS – 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12TH – NOON
Women’s Fellowship Meeting


SUNDAY DECEMBER 21ST
Instead of a sermon, our youth will do a narration of the Christmas tree.

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24TH – CHRISTMAS EVE
Service of carols and lessons.  7 PM

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28TH WORSHIP will be a carol hymn sing.
Worship team will lead worship. (Gene, Sue S, John C, Sue S)

Advent 2025
ADVENT SUNDAYS – 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21.

[image: A table with candles and a purple cloth on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]United Methodists celebrate Advent to prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ through a season of hopeful waiting and anticipation. This period of spiritual preparation leads up to Christmas, reminding followers of both Christ's first coming to Earth and his anticipated second coming. The season encourages reflection on God's love, a deeper understanding of his promises, and a focus on spiritual hope and peace amidst worldly distractions. 
· Anticipation and hope: Advent is a time to actively wait and hope for Christ's arrival, both historically and as a present reality in believers' lives.
· Spiritual preparation: It is a season for reflection, repentance, and slowing down to prepare the heart for Jesus. This stands in contrast to the commercial rush of the secular Christmas season.
· Remembering the Incarnation: The celebration highlights the significance of the Incarnation, when God came to Earth in human form, a foundational event for the Christian faith.
· Looking to the future: It also serves as a time to look forward to Christ's second coming, a future event that brings the promise of a new and redeemed creation.
· Practices: This preparation is often marked by practices such as lighting candles on an Advent wreath, reading scripture, and engaging in prayer and reflection, which build a sense of anticipation and focus on themes like hope, peace, joy, and love. 
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