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Love
Prelude

PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Christ, Be Our Light” 

Welcome & Announcements

 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

  Call to Worship
L: In the midst of darkness, God brings a new light.

P: Thanks be to the God of light.

L: In the midst of confusion and fear, God brings hope and peace.

P: Thanks be to the God of peace.

L: In the midst of strife and stress, God comforts and soothes us.

P: Let us praise God who truly loves us and brings us new life. AMEN.

Opening Praise Song        Angels [Glory to God]      song by Phil Wickham
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains

And the mountains in replys echoing their joyous strains, eh

Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? C'mon

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Sing glory, Glory to God, glory to God, Glory to God in the highest, forever

For all He has done, His unfailing love, Glory to God in the highest, forever

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the new-born King, eh

Gloria, in excelsis Deo, Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Glory to God, glory to God, Glory to God in the highest, forever

For all He has done, His unfailing love,Glory to God in the highest, forever

Glory to God, glory to God, Glory to God in the highest, forever

For all He has done, His unfailing love, Glory to God in the highest, forever

Gloria, gloria - Glory to God in the highest

Gloria, gloria - Glory to God in the highest

 Advent Candle Lighting

Today we relight the first three candles of the Advent Wreath: the candles of HOPE, PEACE, and JOY. Now we light the fourth candle of Advent. This is the candle of LOVE. Jesus demonstrated self-giving love in his ministry as the Good Shepherd. Advent is a time for kindness, thinking of others, and sharing with others. It is a time to love as God loved us by giving us his most precious gift. As God is love, let us be love also. In the Book of Deuteronomy, we find these words: “For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”—Deuteronomy10:17-19a

From the Gospel of John we hear:

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

—John 13:34-35

Let us pray:

Teach us to love, O Lord. May we always remember to put you first as we follow Christ’s footsteps, that we may know your love and show it in our lives. As we prepare for our celebration of Jesus’ birth, also fill our hearts with love for the world, that all may know your love and the one whom you have sent, your son, our Savior. Amen

Choral Response:  “The Light Of The World Is Jesus”

The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, The Light of the world is Jesus!

Like sunshine at noonday, His glory shone in; The Light of the world is Jesus!

Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; Sweetly the light has dawned upon me;
Once I was blind, but now I can see: The Light of the world is Jesus!
Opening Prayer   (in unison)

Lord of all life and all seasons, help us open our hearts to hear the words of promise and love that you send to us. Like Joseph, may we trust in your abiding love and power. Prepare us to receive your gift of grace and peace. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN.

Youth Message

Joys & Concerns ………… Gathered Prayer

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

Gifts and Offerings                                                                     
Offertory   Piano solos by JT Combay    “The Christmas Waltz”     “Mister Santa”   “O Holy Night”
Please stand

*The Doxology  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  [TUNE: VENI EMMANUEL]
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below;

praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
The Offertory Prayer
Hymn of Reflection                    “Love Came Down At Christmas”                 # 242

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine;

Love was born at Christmas, Star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, Love divine;

Worship we our Jesus: But wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token, Love be yours and love be mine,

Love to God and neighbor, Love for plea and gift and sign.

2021 Narrative of the Christmas Tree

Christmas Tree  

Each year, most of us decorate a Christmas Tree, with little thought as to why we even have a tree in our house or on our lawn.  Why do we decorate it the way we do? Today, we will share the story & the meaning behind the decorated Christmas Tree.   The tree is an evergreen  -  the symbol of everlasting life – and the joy of living forever with God. There are lots of stories out there and many ideas about 

why we decorate evergreens at Christmas time. One favorite that many may know, is that a man named Martin Luther started the tradition over 400 years ago. One Christmas Eve, Martin was out walking in the woods near his home. He was praying and thinking about the Lord Jesus Christ.  He looked up into the midnight sky, and became so thrilled with the beauty of a tall evergreen that was shadowed against the starry sky.  He decided that he wanted to take that tree home with him.  He had a saw with him, so he cut it down, and dragged it home.  He then built a base so it would stand straight and tall in his house. 

Then he fastened some candles to it, to look like those stars he had seen earlier. (They did not have electric lights in those days.)  Then he lit up all those candles and stood back to admire the tree.  Those candles reminded him of the stars that were in the sky above Bethlehem on the night that Jesus the Christ Child was born.  

All Sing: “O Christmas Tree”

Oh Christmas tree! O Christmas tree! Thy leaves are so unchanging;

Oh Christmas tree! O Christmas tree! Thy leaves are so unchanging;

Not only green when summer’s here, but also when ‘tis cold and drear.

Oh Christmas tree! O Christmas tree! Thy leaves are so unchanging;

Oh Christmas tree! O Christmas tree! How richly God has decked thee!

Oh Christmas tree! O Christmas tree! How richly God has decked thee!

Thou bidst us true and faithful be, and trust in God unchangingly.

Oh Christmas tree! O Christmas tree! How richly God has decked thee!
Candles
The Lights on our Christmas Tree represent those candles of long ago, 

and those stars.  The Book of Isaiah and THE GOSPEL of John talk about the Messiah as the one who brings LIGHT.  Another legend of candles says that candles were put into the windows of all the Christian homes on Christmas Eve.  

Those candles guided the Christ Child to those doors.  If a stranger came to the door on Christmas Eve, they were never ever turned away from that house.  

Remember in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark & Luke, Mary & Joseph were turned away from the inn and there was no room for them to stay anywhere.  

Christians believed that a stranger could be the Christ Child in disguise. Jesus proclaimed He was the Light of the World. Each and every one of us here present can be that same LIGHT.  We should be that LIGHT, just not at Christmas Time, but every day, all of our lives.  Jesus in THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.  

Once we fully accept Jesus into our hearts, we too become those lights for all the unbelievers.  The LIGHT OF JESUS SHOULD SHINE THROUGH US IN ALL WE DO, IN ALL WE SAY, and in all we are.

All Sing: This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Let it shine til Jesus comes, I’m gonna let it shine

Let it shine til Jesus comes, I’m gonna let it shine

Let it shine til Jesus comes, I’m gonna let it shine

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Star
Our next decoration is the STAR.  The star again represents the special star that shone above the manger where the Christ child was laid.  It is the same star that the shepherds saw when they came to visit the baby Jesus.  It is the same star that the Wise men followed who came from the east, when they came in search of the baby Jesus.  Remember the gospel says  -  and lo  -  the star which they had seen in the east, went before them  -  until it came to rest where the child was with his Mother Mary. Jesus is also called the "BRIGHT MORNING STAR" in the book of Revelations.

All Sing: We Three Kings

Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice

Alleluia, Alleluia, Earth to heav'n replies

O Star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to Thy perfect light

Angels
Next, we are going to ANGELS on our tree. The word ANGEL stands for messenger  -  a Greek word. The Angel communicates good news from God to the people. An Angel appeared to Mary.    He said - "Fear not for you have found favor with God - and you will conceive by the power of the Spirit -and a child will grow in your womb and you will bear a SON.  You shall call His name JESUS.  

The same Angel appeared to Joseph -  telling him what would come to pass. 

The Scriptures also say that some shepherds were in the fields watching over their sheep. Then an Angel of the Lord appeared and stood before all of them. 

Those shepherds were frightened. The Glory of the Lord was shining all around the Angel.The Angel told them not to be afraid. He told them he was bringing them Good News of Great JOY. Tonight Your Savior has been born in the town of David. He is the Christ Child   -   The Lord. This message is that you will know and you will hear. You will find the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manager. Then a very Large Glory of Angels from Heaven filled the midnight skies. 

All of those Angels were praising God & saying "PEACE ON EARTH, GIVE GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST AND ON EARTH LET THERE BE PEACE AMONG THE PEOPLE THAT PLEASE GOD. The Angels told the shepherds where they could go to find the baby and then they filled the whole sky singing praise to God. 

It was an awesome sight.

All Sing: Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply Echo back their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo
Balls 

The CHRISTMAS BALLS all have very special meanings also. They are round, a shape that reminds us that God's Love for us is eternal and has no end. 

The balls also represent the World into which Jesus came as EMMANUEL – 

GOD IS WITH US.

The RED balls remind us of the BLOOD THAT WAS SHED for all our sins. 

Jesus gave His life and shed His blood to reconcile us from sin if we believe in Him.
The WHITE balls stand for the PURITY & LIGHT OF JESUS. He is the light of the world and was without sin. 

The GREEN balls represent to us THE HOPE of eternal life.
Hope is found in the promises God has given us – promises of freedom from sin. 

We can find so much hope in Scripture through the gift of eternal life 

made possible through His son, Jesus Christ. No matter what trials, temptations or pain we may suffer, we can always hold onto the hope God extends to us.

The BLUE balls are for the FAITH, the FAITH the prophets of the Old Testament which always listened to God's word and proclaimed the message that a Messiah would come to save the world. FAITH is the only thing that can last for all of time. If you have that FAITH, then you have what it takes to tackle all of your problems and challenges. FAITH is the one thing that no one can steal away from you. FAITH RESIDES IN YOUR HEART. FAITH IS REAL. In Hebrews - chapter 11, we are told – FAITH is real even if we do not see it. Grab your FAITH, clutch it very tightly, it is the anchor of your soul. 

All Sing: EMMANUEL (HIS NAME IS CALLED EMMANUEL)

Em - ma - nu - el, Em - ma - nu - el His name is called Em - ma - nu - el 

God with us, Revealed in us His name is called Em - ma - nu – el

God with us, Revealed in us His name is called Em - ma - nu – el    

Candy Canes 

Next, we will put some Candy Canes on Our Tree. Candy Canes were first invented by an Indianapolis Candy Maker.  He made the hard candy in shape of a "J" originally, as a way to remind the children that Jesus was at the heart of Christmas. They were originally red, green and white.

The Candy Canes were also to remind us that Shepherds were the first ones to hear about the birth of Jesus. They carried crooks in order to keep their sheep safe or to lift them from a cliff or crevice in the rocks. JESUS IS OUR SHEPHERD AND HE USES HIS CROOK TO GUIDE US EVERY SINGLE DAY, LEADING US AWAY FROM SIN. If we let Him, Jesus provides a path for us to walk with him every day of our lives. The colors on our candy canes are Red - for the sacrifice Christ made for all our sins, Green - for that Hope, that he always gives to us, And White - for His Purity and Light. 

All Sing: While Shepherds Watched Their flocks by night

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, All seated on the ground, The angel of the Lord came down, And glory shone around, and glory shone around.

“All glory be to God on high,And to the Earth be peace; Good will henceforth from heaven to men Begin and never cease!” Begin and never cease!
Bells
BELLS MEAN JOY at Christmas Time. 

In some countries around the world, bells ring out loud in every church at midnight on Christmas Eve to announce the Birthday of Jesus 

who brings Justice & Peace for all. 

All Sing: Ding Dong Merrily on High

Ding dong merrily on high, the Christmas bells are ringing:

Ding dong! verily the sky Is filled with angel singing

Gloria Gloria Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!

Ding, dong! Carol all the bells, ring out the Christmas story.

Ding, dong! Sing the glad Noel: a child has come in glory. 

Gloria Gloria Gloria Hosanna in excelsis!

Gifts
Last of all is the gifts that we put under our trees at Christmas.

At Christmas we present our gifts to each other as a symbol of our Love for one another. At Christmas we celebrate THE GREATEST GIFT OF ALL -  

God sent his Son, JESUS - to be the Savior of the world!

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,

 that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Romans 15:13-17- “May the God of HOPE fill you with all JOY and PEACE as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with HOPE by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

All Sing: ON CHRISTMAS DAY with WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS

We’ve got joy, joy: we’ve got joy, joy; we’ve got joy, joy today.

‘Cause our Savior’s born in Bethlehem, we’ve got joy on Christmas Day.

Refrain:   Shout it from the mountain top, and the valley low.

       Jesus’ joy will never stop; it grows and grows and grows!

We’ve got peace, peace: we’ve got peace, peace; we’ve got peace, peace today.

‘Cause our Savior’s born in Bethlehem, we’ve got peace on Christmas Day. (REFRAIN)

We’ve got light, light: we’ve got light, light; we’ve got light, light today.

‘Cause our Savior’s born in Bethlehem, we’ve got light on Christmas Day.

(REFRAIN)

We’ve got love, love: we’ve got love, love; we’ve got love, love today.

‘Cause our Savior’s born in Bethlehem, we’ve got love on Christmas Day.

Shout it from the mountain top, and the valley low.

Jesus’ love will never stop; it grows and grows and grows!

We’ve got joy, joy: we’ve got joy, joy; we’ve got joy, joy today.

‘Cause our Savior’s born in Bethlehem, we’ve got joy on Christmas Day.

We’ve got joy on Christmas Day.

We wish you a merry Christmas; we wish you a merry Christmas.

We wish you a merry Christmas, and a happy new year.

And a hap-py new year, Happy New Year

(Spoken)  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                       The Apostles’ Creed

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;

      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,

      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Please stand
Closing Hymn                       “Alleluia”      # 186

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

He's my Savior, He's my Savior, He's my Savior, He's my Savior

I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Benediction

Choral Benediction          Angels [Glory to God] Refrain     
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains

And the mountains in replys echoing their joyous strains, eh

Glo -  -  ri - a, in excelsis Deo
Glory to God, glory to God Glory to God in the highest, forever

For all He has done, His unfailing love, Glory to God in the highest, forever
[image: image2.jpg]—
C(hmtmm‘
D Do
) gy f—
o FAMILY 3;(
ﬂSCRH’TURE “

READING | _
i, B





Lectionary Scripture Readings

The more you read God’s Word, the more you truly recognize you need to read it. It’s not just a good book to read—but you really crave it—and you really miss it when you don’t read.

December 24, 2025 – Christmas Eve - Nativity of the Lord 

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) – Isaiah 9:2-7 – Psalm 96 – Titus 2:11-14December 25, 2025 – Christmas Day

John 1:1-14 – Isaiah 52:7-10 – Psalm 98 – Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
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Lectionary Scripture Readings

When you read the bible, you start to know your faith and live your faith. Instead of just remembering bible stories or things that others have said, the Word really starts to come alive for you. It starts to transform your thoughts and guide your steps for everyday living.

December 28, 2025- First Sunday after Christmas Day 

Matthew 2:13-23 – Isaiah 63:7-9 – Psalm 148 – Hebrews 2:10-18
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‘ *YOU ARE INVITED TO

OUR

Ehnisimas Eve

7:00 PM CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Please plan to stay after worship for a time of fellowship
and MILK & COOKIES!





Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,

please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029

Does God need us to pray to work in other people’s lives? Of course not. But God wants us to pray. Prayer brings us closer to God, it strengthens our relationship with Him.

Prayers Requests from December 14th
Continuing Prayers for:  

Martha & Wondor Korto     Scott Meyer      Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton    Betty Brzoza          Tracey & Bill Lewis    Jennifer    Pastor Lori      Fatu Blibio     Amber Sarkar
For families, especially:

Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         

Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    

Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    
UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28TH 

WORSHIP will be a carol hymn sing.

Worship team will lead worship. (Gene, Sue S, John C, Sue S) 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH
Epiphany Sunday – Holy Communion
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