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Baptism of the Lord                                                                                                     January 11, 2026

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Christ Be Our Light”
Welcome & Announcements

 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship  
L: Welcome to worship this day!
P: We have come seeking God’s blessings and love.
L: They shall be given to you.
P: We have come seeking forgiveness and healing.
L: These will be offered to you. Open your hearts to receive God’s Good News.
P: We open our hearts to all of God’s words and ways for us. AMEN.

           
Opening Hymn                       “This is Amazing Grace”                                       By Phil Wickham

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness? Whose love is mighty and so much stronger?
The King of glory, the King above all kings

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder? And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder?
The King of glory, the King above all kings

This is amazing grace - This is unfailing love
That You would take my place - That You would bear my cross
You laid down Your life - That I would be set free
Oh, Jesus, I sing for - All that You've done for me

Who brings our chaos back into order? Who makes the orphans a son and daughter?
The King of glory, the King of glory  Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance The King of glory, the King above all kings

Yeah This is amazing grace - This is unfailing love
That You would take my place - That You would bear my cross
You laid down Your life - That I would be set free
Oh, Jesus, I sing for - All that You've done for me

Opening Prayer (in unison)
Loving Lord, At the baptism of Jesus, Your voice spoke love and purpose. Speak to our hearts today. Open us to Your Spirit’s leading. Shape our lives to follow Christ faithfully. We worship You with gratitude. Amen.

Please be seated
Youth Message

Joys/Concerns- The People’s Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer                 

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk217934794]Joys/Concerns- The People’s Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer                 

[bookmark: _Hlk216625965]Offertory                                                “O Give Thanks”                      Please join in singing!                             
Please stand
   The Doxology               “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                 # 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

The Offertory Prayer

Hymn of Reflection                    “When Jesus Came to Jordan”        # 252

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, He did not come for pardon but as the sinless one.
He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins.	

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, for us and our salvation to die upon the cross.
So when the Dove descended on him, the Son of Man, the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began.	

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make, this very day invade us, and every bondage break. Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.	
Please Be Seated  
Gospel Lesson                                    Matthew 3:13-17            The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Sermon                                                                                                             "HIS Amazing Grace”

Baptism of Kadence Youry Joseph 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God's gift, offered to us without price.

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
Pastor Lori will ask:
Who presents this child for baptism?
Sue Creevey responds:
I present (Kaydence Youry Joseph) for baptism.
RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH
The pastor addresses the parents:
	
On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you:
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world,
and repent of your sin?

I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?

 I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace,
and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

 I do.
Will you nurture these children and yourselves in Christ's holy Church,
that by your teaching and example they may be guided to accept God's grace for himself, to profess his faith openly, and to lead a Christian life?

I will.

The pastor addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds:

Do you, as Christ's body, the Church,
reaffirm both your rejection of sin
and your commitment to Christ?

We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life
and include these now before you in your care?

With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will surround them with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in his trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to others. We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walks in the way that leads to life.
	
The Pastor Address All:
	
 Let us join together in professing the Christian faith
as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.
 
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
The water may be poured into the font at this time, and the following prayer offered:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Pastor:  Eternal Father: When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and brought forth light. In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised.

People:
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God's mercy each day.

Pastor:
In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations.

People: Declare Christ’s works to the nations, his glory among all the people.

Pastor:  Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and these your people who receives it, to wash away their sins and clothe them in righteousness throughout their life, that, dying and being raised with Christ, they may share in Christ’s final victory.

People:  All praise to you, Eternal Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns for ever.  Amen.

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS
  
            I baptize you in the name of the Father,	and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The people respond:  Amen.

Pastor:  May the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit,
you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen.

 People: Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God's new creation and made to share in Christ's royal priesthood.	We are all one in Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you all as members of the family of Christ.

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME
The pastor addresses the congregation:
Members of the household of God, I commend these to your love and care.
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.

The congregation responds:
           We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ	and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

The pastor addresses those baptized:

           The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ,
	establish you and strengthen you 	by the power of the Holy Spirit,
	that you may live in grace and peace.

[bookmark: _Hlk173503318]Closing Hymn                          “Spirit Of The Living God”                                                     # 393
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. [repeat all]

Benediction 
                  
Choral Benediction                 Because He Lives [verse 2 & chorus]

How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the pride and joy he brings;
But greater still the calm assurance: This child can face uncertain days because He Lives!

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, Because He lives, all fear is gone;
Because I know He holds the future, And life is worth the living, Just because He lives!
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Lectionary Scripture Readings
Reading the bible strengthens our faith. Our faith becomes stronger as we trust who God is, and that He is in control. We also see Him at work in our lives.
January 18, 2026 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
John 1:29-42 - Isaiah 49:1-7 - Psalm 40:1-11 - 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
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[bookmark: _Hlk187057073]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,
please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
Praying requires Faith, and having faith in God requires us to trust him. When we intercede on behalf of another brethren in any situation, we show our dependence on the strength of God and pray in the belief of his ability to hear and answer our prayers.

Prayer Requests from January 4th
Prayers for the family of Tim Baran a neighbor who has had heart issues for a while, and passed away at 53 on 1/1/2026
Prayers for Sheryl Duke, and for Carol Evans that her CLL numbers get better.
Continued prayers for Robert Hart, he will most likely be moved to rehab this week.
Jason McKenzie asked for prayers for his family, and for all to drive safely.
Continued prayers for Amber Sarkar for healing & hope.
Prayers of healing for John Wilson as he recovers from pneumonia.
Prayers for the family and friends of Betty Brzoza (Sue Creevey's Sister) who went home to be with Jesus on Jan 3rd.
Prayers for Patricia Crowley for decision on treatment for lesions on her brain.
Prayers for Dot Gallagher who is currently in the hospital.
Abdulah asked for prayers for his family.
Marina is grateful that we are all here to start the new year, and prayers for peace around the world.
Prayers for Chancey Kanga as she recovers from a kidney transplant.
Prayers for Diana & John Willson for their health & healing.
Prayers for Frank Mogabet to have a better & healthier new year.
Simon Dedje is asking for us to pray that God helps him find a good job.
Continued prayers for Jean Bernard and his family & Haiti.
Prayers for Olive Hanson as she is going to have surgery this week.
Prayers for Kathy Saloky as she will be coming home this week.


Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Scott Meyer      Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton    Betty Brzoza     Tracey & Bill Lewis   Jennifer   Pastor Lori    Fatu Blibio     Amber Sarkar

For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    
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