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Good Friday Tenebrae Service

Crescentville United Methodist Church

Pastor Brendan VanGorder

A Service of Tenebrae, or “Darkness,” is based on a twelfth century late night/early morning service and is an extended meditation on the passion of Christ…Several candles, along with a central Christ candle, are extinguished throughout the service, thus remembering the death of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Gathering

Call to Worship                                        (Good Friday)                                            Day of Darkness
(The service begins with only the Christ candle lit.)

Leader:  Today is Good Friday; it is a sad day.

People: A day of darkness, A day of pain, A day of suffering, A day of death.

Leader: One by one the lights around the Christ candle have been smothered, snuffed out. It alone has burned faithfully and strong though the forces of darkness and evil threaten to overwhelm it. Yet it still will be called upon . . .

People: To weather the taunts and spittle of insolent people,

Leader: To face the governors and kings in midnight courts,

People: To wear the crown of thorns, To carry the cross of our sin.

Leader:  And it will do so victoriously,

People: Without calling down 10,000 angels.

Leader: It will still love and call out,

People: Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing. 

Leader:  And it will say to its neighbor,

People:  Truly I say to you, today you shall be with me in paradise. 

Leader: And even though it shall die, it shall rise again and shine in greater glory for. . .

People:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.

Hymn                     “Were You There”

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh!  sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Oh!  sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?
Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?
Oh!  sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Oh!  sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

Prayer

Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon a cross. Strengthen our faith and forgive our betrayals as we enter the way of His passion.  We pray this through Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.  Amen.

The Passion of Jesus Christ

St. John 18:1-11   
After he said these things, Jesus went out with his disciples and crossed over to the other side of the Kidron Valley. He and his disciples entered a garden there.  Judas, his betrayer, also knew the place because Jesus often gathered there with his disciples. Judas brought a company of soldiers[a] and some guards from the chief priests and Pharisees. They came there carrying lanterns, torches, and weapons.  Jesus knew everything that was to happen to him, so he went out and asked, “Who are you looking for?”

They answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.”

He said to them, “I Am.” (Judas, his betrayer, was standing with them.) When he said, “I Am,” they shrank back and fell to the ground.  He asked them again, “Who are you looking for?”

They said, “Jesus the Nazarene.”

 Jesus answered, “I told you, ‘I Am.’ If you are looking for me, then let these people go.” This was so that the word he had spoken might be fulfilled: “I didn’t lose anyone of those whom you gave me.”

 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Jesus told Peter, “Put your sword away! Am I not to drink the cup the Father has given me?”                                                                                
St. John 18:12-14
Then the company of soldiers, the commander, and the guards from the Jewish leaders took Jesus into custody. They bound him  and led him first to Annas. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. (Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it was better for one person to die for the people.)

Hymn                         “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

Go to dark Gethsemane, ye that feel the tempter’s power;
your Redeemer’s conflict see, watch with Him one bitter hour.
Turn not from His griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

See Him at the judgement hall, beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned;
O the wormwood and the gall!  O the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn of Christ to bear the cross.

Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at His feet,
mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!”  hear Him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die.

St. John 18:15-18 
 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Because this other disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard. However, Peter stood outside near the gate. Then the other disciple (the one known to the high priest) came out and spoke to the woman stationed at the gate, and she brought Peter in. The servant woman stationed at the gate asked Peter, “Aren’t you one of this man’s disciples?”

“I’m not,” he replied. The servants and the guards had made a fire because it was cold. They were standing around it, warming themselves. Peter joined them there, standing by the fire and warming himself.

St. John 18:19-24  
Meanwhile, the chief priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.  Jesus answered, “I’ve spoken openly to the world. I’ve always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews gather. I’ve said nothing in private.  Why ask me? Ask those who heard what I told them. They know what I said.”
 After Jesus spoke, one of the guards standing there slapped Jesus in the face. “Is that how you would answer the high priest?” he asked.

 Jesus replied, “If I speak wrongly, testify about what was wrong. But if I speak correctly, why do you strike me?”  Then Annas sent him, bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.
 
St. John 18:25-27
Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing with the guards, warming himself. They asked, “Aren’t you one of his disciples?”

Peter denied it, saying, “I’m not.”

A servant of the high priest, a relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut off, said to him, “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?” 27 Peter denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed.
 
Hymn                         “Ah, Holy Jesus”

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast Thou offended,
that we to judge Thee have in hate pretended?
By foes derided, by Thine own rejected, O most afflicted!

Who was the guilty?  Who brought this upon thee?
Alas, my treason, Jesus hath undone thee!
‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied Thee; I crucified Thee.

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay Thee,
I do adore Thee, and will ever pray Thee,
think on thy pity and Thy love unswerving, not my deserving.

St. John 18:28-32 
The Jewish leaders led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Roman governor’s palace.[a] It was early in the morning. So that they could eat the Passover, the Jewish leaders wouldn’t enter the palace; entering the palace would have made them ritually impure.

So Pilate went out to them and asked, “What charge do you bring against this man?”

They answered, “If he had done nothing wrong, we wouldn’t have handed him over to you.”

Pilate responded, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your Law.”
The Jewish leaders replied, “The Law doesn’t allow us to kill anyone.” (This was so that Jesus’ word might be fulfilled when he indicated how he was going to die.)

St. John 18:33-40
Pilate went back into the palace. He summoned Jesus and asked, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or have others spoken to you about me?”

Pilate responded, “I’m not a Jew, am I? Your nation and its chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus replied, “My kingdom doesn’t originate from this world. If it did, my guards would fight so that I wouldn’t have been arrested by the Jewish leaders. My kingdom isn’t from here.”

“So you are a king?” Pilate said.Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. I was born and came into the world for this reason: to testify to the truth. Whoever accepts the truth listens to my voice.”

“What is truth?” Pilate asked. After Pilate said this, he returned to the Jewish leaders and said, “I find no grounds for any charge against him. You have a custom that I release one prisoner for you at Passover. Do you want me to release for you the king of the Jews?”

They shouted, “Not this man! Give us Barabbas!” (Barabbas was an outlaw.)

St. John 19:1-11                                                                                  
Then Pilate had Jesus taken and whipped.  The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and dressed him in a purple robe. Over and over they went up to him and said, “Greetings, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face. Pilate came out of the palace again and said to the Jewish leaders, “Look! I’m bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no grounds for a charge against him.” 

When Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here’s the man.” When the chief priests and their deputies saw him, they shouted out, “Crucify, crucify!”
Pilate told them, “You take him and crucify him. I don’t find any grounds for a charge against him.”

The Jewish leaders replied, “We have a Law, and according to this Law he ought to die because he made himself out to be God’s Son.” When Pilate heard this word, he was even more afraid.  He went back into the residence and spoke to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus didn’t answer. So Pilate said, “You won’t speak to me? Don’t you know that I have authority to release you and also to crucify you?”

Jesus replied, “You would have no authority over me if it had not been given to you from above. That’s why the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”

St. John 19:12-16a
From that moment on, Pilate wanted to release Jesus. However, the Jewish leaders cried out, saying, “If you release this man, you aren’t a friend of the emperor! Anyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes the emperor!” When Pilate heard these words, he led Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s bench at the place called Stone Pavement (in Aramaic, Gabbatha).  It was about noon on the Preparation Day for the Passover. 

Pilate said to the Jewish leaders, “Here’s your king.”  The Jewish leaders cried out, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” Pilate responded, “What? Do you want me to crucify your king?” “We have no king except the emperor,” the chief priests answered.  Then Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified. The soldiers took Jesus prisoner.

Hymn                        “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,
now scornfully surrounded with thorns Thine only crown:
how pale Thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!
How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn!

What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain;
mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain.
Lo here I fall, my Savior!  ‘Tis I deserve Thy place;
look on my with Thy favor, vouchsafe to me Thy grace.

What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest friend,
for this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine for ever; and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee.

St. John 19:16b-22       
Then Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified.

The soldiers took Jesus prisoner. Carrying his cross by himself, he went out to a place called Skull Place (in Aramaic, Golgotha).  That’s where they crucified him—and two others with him, one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 

Pilate had a public notice written and posted on the cross. It read “Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.”  Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek.  Therefore, the Jewish chief priests complained to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The king of the Jews’ but ‘This man said, “I am the king of the Jews.”’”  

Pilate answered, “What I’ve written, I’ve written.”

St. John 19:23-24
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and his sandals, and divided them into four shares, one for each soldier. His shirt was seamless, woven as one piece from the top to the bottom. They said to each other, “Let’s not tear it. Let’s cast lots to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill the scripture, They divided my clothes among themselves, and they cast lots for my clothing. That’s what the soldiers did.


Hymn                           “’Tis Finished!  The Messiah Dies”

‘Tis finished! the Messiah dies, cut off for sins, but not His own.
Accomplished is the sacrifice, the great redeeming work is done.

The veil is rent; in Christ alone the living Way to heaven is seen;
the middle wall is broken down, and all the world may enter in.

St. John 19:25-27   
Jesus’ mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene stood near the cross. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

St. John 19:28-30
After this, knowing that everything was already completed, in order to fulfill the scripture, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was nearby, so the soldiers soaked a sponge in it, placed it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. When he had received the sour wine, Jesus said, “It is completed.” Bowing his head, he gave up his life.


Hymn                          “’Tis Finished!  The Messiah Dies”

‘Tis finished!  All my guilt and pain, I want no sacrifice beside;
for me, for me the Lamb is slain; ‘tis finished!  I am justified.

The reign of sin and death is o’er, and all may live from sin set free;
Satan has lost his mortal power; ‘tis swallowed up in victory.

St. John 19:31-37 
It was the Preparation Day and the Jewish leaders didn’t want the bodies to remain on the cross on the Sabbath, especially since that Sabbath was an important day. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of those crucified broken and the bodies taken down.  Therefore, the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men who were crucified with Jesus.  When they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead so they didn’t break his legs.  However, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.  The one who saw this has testified, and his testimony is true. He knows that he speaks the truth, and he has testified so that you also can believe.  These things happened to fulfill the scripture, They won’t break any of his bones. And another scripture says, They will look at him whom they have pierced.
                                                                                 
St. John 19:38-42
After this Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate if he could take away the body of Jesus. Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one because he feared the Jewish authorities. Pilate gave him permission, so he came and took the body away.  Nicodemus, the one who at first had come to Jesus at night, was there too. He brought a mixture of myrrh and aloe, nearly seventy-five pounds in all. Following Jewish burial customs, they took Jesus’ body and wrapped it, with the spices, in linen cloths.  There was a garden in the place where Jesus was crucified, and in the garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish Preparation Day and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus in it.


Quiet Meditation  
“O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done”

Please depart in silence

It is good for us to be together for worship this evening.
You are encouraged to join together for 
Easter worship on Sunday, March 31st at 10:30 AM
when we will celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
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