Dear Members and Friend of Frankford Memorial and Crescentville Churches,

We are glad that you are able to join together again as we continue to give thanks to God

for all He has done for us in Jesus.  We welcome you to tonight’s gathering for this service of Tenebrae.

      Our service this evening, a Service of Tenebrae, or “Darkness,” is based on a twelfth century

      late night/early morning service and is an extended meditation on the passion of Christ……

      Several candles, along with a central Christ candle, are extinguished throughout the service,
      thus remembering the death of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We are glad that you are with us.  

      Be reminded that we will gather on Easter Sunday at 10:30 AM, via Zoom,
      to worship and celebrate Jesus’ resurrection!
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Welcome
Greeting                                                                                                                                      1 John 1:5-9
Now the message that we have heard from His Son and announce is this:
God is light, and there is no darkness at all in Him. 

If then, we say that we have fellowship with Him,

yet at the same time live in the darkness,

we are lying both in our words and in our actions.

But if we live in the light—then we have fellowship with one another,

and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, purifies us from every sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and there is no truth in us. 

But if we confess our sins to God, God will keep His promise and do what is right:
God will forgive us our sins and purify us from all our wrongdoing.
Hymn                                                                                                                                   “Were You There”

    Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

    Oh!  sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

    Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

    Oh! sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

   Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?  Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?

   Oh! sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?
    Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

    Oh! sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Prayer
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family,

for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed

into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon a cross.

Strengthen our faith and forgive our betrayals as we enter

the way of His passion.  We pray this through Christ,

our Lord and our Savior.  Amen.
The Passion of Jesus Christ

            St. John 18:1-14                                                                                           
“Go to Dark Gethsemane”


Go to dark Gethsemane, ye that feel the tempter’s power;



your Redeemer’s conflict see, watch with Him one bitter hour.



Turn not from His griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.



See Him at the judgement hall, beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned;



O the wormwood and the gall!  O the pangs His soul sustained!



Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn of Christ to bear the cross.



Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at His feet,



mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.



“It is finished!”  hear Him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die.

            St. John 18:15-27                               

“Ah, Holy Jesus”
      Ah, holy Jesus, how hast Thou offended, that we to judge Thee have in hate pretended?

      By foes derided, by Thine own rejected, O most afflicted!

      Who was the guilty?  Who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus hath undone thee!

      ‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied Thee; I crucified Thee.

      Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay Thee, I do adore Thee, and will ever pray Thee,

      think on thy pity and Thy love unswerving, not my deserving.

            St. John 18:28-40                                                                                         
            St. John 19:1-16a                                                                                           
“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”
O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, now scornfully surrounded

with thorn Thine only crown: how pale Thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!
How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn!
What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain; but mine was the transgression, and Thine the deadly pain.  Lo here I fall, my Savior!  ‘Tis I deserve Thy place;


      look on my with Thy favor, vouchsafe to me Thy grace.

      What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest friend, for this Thy dying sorrow,

      Thy pity without end?  O make me Thine forever; and should I fainting be,


      Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee.  Outlive my love to Thee.
St. John 19:16b-24                                                                                        
“’Tis Finished!  The Messiah Dies”


‘Tis finished! the Messiah dies, cut off for sins, but not His own.



Accomplished is the sacrifice, the great redeeming work is done.



The veil is rent; in Christ alone the living Way to heaven is seen;



the middle wall is broken down, and all the world may enter in.

St. John 19:25-27                                                                                           St. John 19:28-30

“’Tis Finished!  The Messiah Dies”


‘Tis finished!  All my guilt and pain, I want no sacrifice beside;



for me, for me the Lamb is slain; ‘tis finished!  I am justified.



The reign of sin and death is o’er, and all may live from sin set free;



Satan has lost his mortal power; ‘tis swallowed up in victory.

St. John 19:31-42                                                                                          
“O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done”

Quiet Meditation…………………………Please depart in silence
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