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Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”

Welcome & Announcements

 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call To Worship
L: Come, people of God, not because life is easy,
P: but because God is faithful.
L: Come, even when the world feels heavy,
P: for heaven is still open.
L: Come when you feel seen and when you feel forgotten,
P: for Christ stands with us in every moment.
L: Lift your eyes beyond what you can see,
P: and behold the glory of God.
L: Come and worship the One who sees, who stands, and who receives us,
P: we come to worship with open hearts. Amen.


Opening Praise Song                      “Praise”                                Song by Elevation Worship ‧ 2023

Let's clap, one, two, hey- Oh, yeah
Let everything - That has breath - Praise the Lord - Praise the Lord
Let everything - That has breath - Praise the Lord - Praise the Lord
I'll praise in the valley - Praise on the mountain 
I'll praise when I'm sure -  And praise when I'm doubting
I'll praise when outnumbered - Praise when surrounded
'Cause praise is the water - My enemies drown in
As long as I'm breathing - I've got a reason to
Praise the Lord Oh, my soul  - Praise the Lord Oh, my soul
I'll praise when I feel it - And I'll praise when I don't
I'll praise 'cause I know - You're still in control
my praise is a weapon - It's more than a sound 
Oh, my praise is the shout - That brings Jericho down
As long as I'm breathing - I've got a reason to
Praise the Lord Oh, my soul  - Praise the Lord Oh, my soul
I won't be quiet, my God is alive - So how could I keep it inside?
Praise the Lord - Oh, my soul
I'll praise 'cause You're sovereign - Praise 'cause You reign
Praise 'cause You rose and defeated the grave
I'll praise 'cause You're faithful - Praise 'cause You're true
Praise 'cause there's nobody greater than You, I'll praise
I'll praise 'cause You're sovereign - praise 'cause You reign
Praise 'cause You rose and defeated the grave
I'll praise 'cause You're faithful - Praise 'cause You're true
Praise 'cause there's nobody greater than You
Praise the Lord Oh, my soul  - Praise the Lord Oh, my soul
Praise the Lord Oh, my soul



Opening Prayer (in unison)

Gracious and loving God, Open our hearts this morning to Your Word. In moments of fear, remind
us of Your presence. In moments of pain, reveal Your glory. And in moments when we feel alone,
help us to see that heaven is never closed to us. Speak now, Lord, for Your servants are listening.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Please be seated
Youth Message

Joys/Concerns – Gathered Prayer                 

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen


[bookmark: _Hlk216625965]Offertory                                      “Oh Give Thanks”                    “Please join in singing!                             
Please stand
The Doxology                          “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”           # 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!
Offertory Prayer

Hymn of Reflection              “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”                                # 521

    I want Jesus to walk with me. I want Jesus to walk with me. 
    All along my pilgrim journey, O I want Jesus to walk with me. 

    In my trials, Lord, walk with me. In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
    When my heart is almost breaking, O I want Jesus to walk with me.

    When I’m troubled, Lord, walk with me. When I’m troubled, Lord, walk with me.
    When my head is bowed in sorrow, O, I want Jesus to walk with me.

    I want Jesus to walk with me. I want Jesus to walk with me. 
    All along my pilgrim journey, O I want Jesus to walk with me.

Please Be Seated  
Gospel Lesson                                         Acts 7:55-60                           Pew Bible page # 1063

Sermon                                                                                                     “When Heavens Open”

Please stand
*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                  The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Please be seated
Interlude:  “Be Present At Our Table Lord”

Service of Holy Communion

INVITATION (Pastor)
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON (Congregation)
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will,
we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Congregation: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
All:  Glory to God. Amen.

The Lord be with you…………………...…And also with you.
Lift up your hearts……………………...…..We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God….It is right to give God thanks and praise.

...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD, GOD OF POWER AND MIGHT,
HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.
BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ's offering for us,as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

….Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.


BREAKING THE BREAD………………………………….GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
Communion Hymn: “”Surely The Presence of the Lord is in This Place – Alleluia”

[bookmark: _Hlk173503318]
Please Stand
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (in Unison)

Gracious God, lift our eyes beyond what we can see and fill us with Your presence.
Send us out with courage, grace, and hearts ready to forgive. Amen.

Closing Hymn                                “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                     #140

"Great is Thy faithfulness, "O God my Father, There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not.  As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:   "Great is Thy faithfulness!" "Great is Thy faithfulness!" Morning by morning new mercies I see;
                  All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, "Great is Thy faithfulness, " Lord, unto me!

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth.  Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain)

"Great is Thy faithfulness, " Lord, unto me!


Benediction 
                    
Choral Benediction            “Praise”     (Refrain only)            Song by Elevation Worship ‧ 2023

I'll praise 'cause You're sovereign - Praise 'cause You reign
Praise 'cause You rose and defeated the grave
I'll praise 'cause You're faithful - Praise 'cause You're true
Praise 'cause there's nobody greater than You, I'll praise
I'll praise 'cause You're sovereign - praise 'cause You reign
Praise 'cause You rose and defeated the grave
I'll praise 'cause You're faithful - Praise 'cause You're true
Praise 'cause there's nobody greater than You
Praise the Lord Oh, my soul  - Praise the Lord Oh, my soul
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Lectionary Scripture Readings
Reading the bible equips us for every good work. God’s Word gives us what we need for this life, and what we need for whatever He has called us to.
May 10, 2026 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 
John 14:15-21 - Ezekiel 34:1-7- Psalm 115 - 1 Peter 3:13-22 – Acts 17:22-31
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[bookmark: _Hlk187057255][bookmark: _Hlk130051756]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,
please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
Our hearts are joined when we pray for others. It lets them know they are not alone, and they feel our love and compassion. No one forgets those who stood with them when life was tough or uncertain.

Prayer Requests from April 26th 

Traveling mercies for Majanneh Jean, Mohamed Jah, Omega Jah as they travel to Sierra Leone.
Prayers for Jeffrey (Linda Sutton's Son) for healing, strength and guidance as he is going through life's struggles.
Prayers for Marcus and Darryl Sutton as they have been accepted into a boarding school in Maine and will be away for the next school semester
Prayers for Rachel Jackson as she continues to grieve the death of her husband.
Prayers for Amber Sarkar that her knee surgery and recovery go well.
Prayers for Pat Crowley who is now on hospice care.
Prayers for James Brown (Sonja's Dad).  Recent tests results were concerning, prayers for good outcomes from treatment.
Prayers for the Davis & Walker families as they grieve the death of Katara.
Prayers for Walt Rininsland (Joan Pott's father) as he finds out where he has cancer and what stage it is in.
Prayers for Joselyn, Vanessa, Annabella, Youry, Zahmir, Adrianna, Monica, Jones, Moeghlen
Prayers for Tommy & Dan to have success in new jobs.
Prayers of healing for Dan & Anna Marie, Lee & John.
Thank you to women that visited with Kathy Saloky.
Prayers for Emma Saloky as she runs in her first marathon today.
Prayers for Lori Rovevelli (Gene Saloky sister) she is in the hospital.
Prayers for Carol Evans as she is recovering from Covid.
Healing prayers for Gerry's sister Patty as she lost her husband Ed a month ago
Thank for your prayers and concerns for Jim, his recovery from surgery is going great!




Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton    Tracey & Bill Lewis     
Pastor Lori                         Amber Sarkar      Lori Rovevelli                   Crescentville UMC
Prayers for those living with constant pain and other ailments.   
For those who are sick, and those that grieve.  For those who live in war zones and poverty.

For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    
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