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Welcome and Prayer 
 Announcements
Please stand

 Chorus of Welcome                              “The Family of God”

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!  
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God!
Call to Worship                                                                                                                            Psalm 8

  L: The Lord’s greatness is seen in all the earth!

  P: God’s praise reaches up to the heavens; it is sung by children and babies.
  L: When I look at the sky, which God has made,

      at the moon and the stars, which God set in their places—

  P: Who are we, that God thinks of us; mere mortals, that God cares for us?

  L: Yet God has made us less than only Himself; God crowned us with glory and honor.

  P: God appointed us to rule over everything God made;

       God placed us over all creation: sheep and cattle, and the wild animals too;

       the birds and the fish and the creatures in the seas.

  ALL: God’s greatness is seen in all the earth!

Worship Song                        “All Creatures of Our God and King”   [VS. 1-4, 7]                           # 62

All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing,
O praise Him!  Alleluia!

O brother sun with golden beam,O sister moon with silver gleam!
O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Allelu--ia!

O brother wind, air, clouds, and rain, by which all creatures ye sustain,
O praise Him! Alleluia!

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice!
O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Allelu--ia!

O sister water, flowing clear,make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia!  Alleluia!

O brother fire who lights the night, providing warmth, enhancing sight,
O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Allelu--ia!

Dear mother earth, who day by day unfoldest blessings on our way,
Alleluia!  Alleluia!
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, let them God's glory also show!
O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Allelu--ia!

Let all things their Creator bless,and worship him in humbleness,
O praise Him! Alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,and praise the Spirit, Three in One!

O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Allelu--ia!

Opening Prayer  
    God of creation, who has filled the earth with Your beauty:  Open our eyes to see You in the splendor that is the world all around us. Help us in our daily actions and thoughts to become better stewards of this gift, and guide us to act responsibly and care for the earth You gave us, so that, rejoicing in Your whole creation, we may learn to serve You with gladness.  For the sake of Him through whom all things were made, Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Children’s Message                                                                                     “E.A.R.T.H.”                                                                       
Joys & Concerns - Gathered Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer – Responsive Reading Prayer
Leader: Our father in heaven

People: You are also at home in the air, soil, forests and Oceans

Leader: Hallowed be your name

People: By the care we take of your creation

Leader: Your kingdom come

People: All that you see is good

Leader: Your will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.

People: Your will to tend and care

Leader: Give us this day our daily bread

People: That all may have enough to live life in fullness.

Leader: Forgive us our trespasses

People: Our greed, our exploitation, our lack of concern for other species and for future generations

Leader: As we forgive those who trespass against us

People: By reconciliation with justice and peace

Leader: Lead us not into temptation

People: May we not equate dominion with exploitation

Leader: And deliver us from evil

People: The evil of destroying your gift of creation

Leader: For yours is the kingdom

People: Yours, Lord, not ours

Leader: The power and the glory

People: In the cross and resurrection

Leader: For ever and ever

People: You are the beginning and you are the end. Amen. 

Gifts and Offerings                                                                                                        
  The Offertory                                        “We Are His Hands”
The Doxology                     “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                          # 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

The Offertory Prayer 

Hymn                                      “For the Beauty of the Earth”       Verses 1,2,4,5                           # 92

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth over and around us lies. 

Lord of all to Thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night,

hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light;

Lord of all, to thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild, 

Lord of all to Thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

For thy church, that evermore lifteth holy hands above,

offering up on every shore His pure sacrifice of love; 

Lord of all to Thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

This, our hymn of grate-ful praise…..
Scripture Lesson                                                                     Genesis 1:26-31a  [New Living Translation]

     Then God said, “Let us make human beings[a] in our image, to be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.”

So God created human beings[c] in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.”

Then God said, “Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food. And I have given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, and the small animals that scurry along the ground—everything that has life.” And that is what happened.

Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good!                                
Sermon                                                                                                                                 “E.A.R.T.H.”

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                      The Apostles’ Creed                                

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;

      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,

      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Hymn                                                           “How Great Thou Art”                                                    # 77

O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds Thy hand have

made, I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Refrain:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; how great Thou art, 

               how great Thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; 

               how great Thou art, how great Thou art!

When thru the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze,

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, sent Him to die, 
I scarce can take it in; that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin;

[Refrain]
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there proclaim, 
my God, how great Thou art!             [Refrain]

Benediction

*Choral Benediction                                “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                        # 431
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me;

let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.

With God our Creator, children all are we.

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now.

With every breath I take, let this be my solemn vow:

to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.

*Please stand if you are able 

Today we thank the youth for leading us in worship. Their desire to do this and to create a service that reminds us the gift of creation serves to remind us all of how good God is in so many ways! Thank you!
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Lectionary Scripture Readings

Are you plagued with doubts, fear, and anxiety? The Bible helps us defeat them by strengthening our faith.

Fifth Sunday of Easter - April 28, 2024
John 15:1-8 - Acts 8:26-40 - Psalm 22:25-31 - 1 John 4:7-21
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THANK you!



[image: image5.png]Jacob Monbo Jr




[image: image6.png]


Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy, please call the church and leave a message.   (215) 745-7115.
Not only should we pray for the people we love, but also for those who hurt our feelings, even those we might consider enemies. This keeps us from becoming bitter. This helps us to be more compassionate for others and to forgive ourselves when we make mistakes.
Prayer requests from April 21, 2024
Eva Baumgartel had heart surgery last week and is now staying with Dolly Lowe & family as she recovers. 
             Prayers for a good recovery!

Prayers for Sheryl Duke and also for Joyce Kersetter from PPH

Prayers for Cocoa's parents, for Cocoa's toe to heal, and for Cocoa & Phil.

Prayers for the Hummel family as they grieve the death of a loved one.

Prayers for General and Annual conference that decisions are made with grace and mercy.

JOY - Maurice Sutton passed his driver permit test

Prayers for Sierra Leone UM as they have their conference and make decisions that could result in the 
           division of the church.

Ed Paye had some changes coming with work and not only were his prayers answered, but the outcome 
            was better than expected.
Continuing Prayers for: 

Dorothy Buzzard      Martha & Wondor Korto       Scott Meyer                         Megan Riley     

Cass Quigley              Marva                                Sheryl Duke                         Betty Brzoza
For families, especially:

Betty Sauerwald & family    The Stefanescu & Mc Manus Families      Jiselle & Family

Zilpha and James Browne      Jean Bernard and family      The Spotts Family

Pastor Brendan Van Gorder & family               

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         

Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    

Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia          

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!
                               CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, April 21st
    Youth Sunday    Celebrating Earth Day  -    Worship 10:30 AM

Sunday, April 21st     Church-wide meeting after worship 12 Noon – 2:00 PM

                                    Kickoff Church Listening and Visioning Session
          Coffee hour refreshments provided, you are invited to bring a lunch for yourself.

                        12:00-12:30     Spiritual Gifts Assessment: 

                                                  Get input on what your God-Given talents are

                         12:30 - 1:00    Visioning Different Ministries based on our talents

                          1:00  -  1:30   Presentation on what already exists in the neighborhood

                          1:30 -   2:00   Listening Campaign Strategizing

                                                  How we will meet, invite, and include our neighbors

Sunday, April 28th                    
“Down The Aisle, Now & Then”

                                                   1:30 – 3:30 PM      Admission $ 10.00

                                                   A wedding fashion show fundraiser - All are welcome to attend.

                                      Wedding fashion will include styles from 1880 to 2024

                                             Refreshments will be served after the show.

                                       Please contact Sue Snyder for tickets  215-771-4442

Today we thank the youth for leading us in worship. Their desire to do this and to create a service that reminds us the gift of creation serves to remind us all of how good God is in so many ways!



Following is the information for Eva’s services.
Please note that the funeral is not at our church building, it is at the Wetzel & Son Funeral Home in Willow Grove, PA

Eva Valeria Baumgartel

January 16, 1939 - April 16, 2024

Public Events and Locations

Viewing - Monday, April 22, 2024, 9:00 to 10:00 AM at Wetzel and Son, Willow Grove

Funeral Service - Monday, April 22, 2024, 10:00 AM at Wetzel and Son, Willow Grove

Graveside Service - Monday, April 22, 2024, 11:30 AM at Lawnview Cemetery, Rockledge

Donation - Crescentville United Methodist Church - 400 Sentner Street, Philadelphia, PA 19120 

https://www.wetzelandson.com/browserecord.php?recid=31047
