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Epiphany Sunday                                    Holy Communion                          January 04, 2026

Prelude
PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Christ, Be Our Light” 

Welcome & Announcements

 Chorus of Welcome                                        “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.

Call to Worship  
L: Darkness is banished!
P: God’s light has come to us!
L: The brightness of the Star leads us!
P: We come to celebrate God’s abiding love!
L: Glory be to God in the Highest!
P: And on earth, peace forever. AMEN.


Opening Hymn   “Angels from the Realms of Glory”    # 220

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: (Refrain)

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: (Refrain)

Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear;
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: (Refrain)

Opening Prayer (in unison)
Loving God, who breaks through the darkness of doubt and despair, be with us this day as we hear of the visit of the Wise Ones, who risked everything to follow a Star. Let us open our hearts and be willing to risk receiving the gift of gracious Love that you have to offer us in the form of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Please be seated
Youth Message

Joys/Concerns- The People’s Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer                 

Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk217934794]Joys/Concerns- The People’s Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer                 

[bookmark: _Hlk216625965]Offertory                              “Thank You Lord For One More Year”                    “Please join in singing!                             
Please stand
               The Doxology       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”      [TUNE: KINGS OF ORIENT]

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.
The Offertory Prayer
Hymn of Reflection                    “We Three Kings”        # 254

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

  Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,
          westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. (Refrain)

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh;
prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God most high.(Refrain)

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain)

Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice:
Heaven sings, Alleluia!’, ‘Alleluia!”’ the earth replies.   .(Refrain)

Please Be Seated  
Gospel Lesson                                    Matthew 2:1-12 [NRSV]                           The Visit of the Magi
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Sermon                                                                                                             “A Special Gift”                                                                                                              

Please stand
*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                  The Apostles’ Creed
      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
      And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord:
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
      the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
      and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead;

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Please be seated
Interlude:  “Be Present At Our Table Lord”

Service of Holy Communion

INVITATION (Pastor)
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON (Congregation)
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will,
we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Congregation: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

All:  Glory to God. Amen.

The Lord be with you…………………...…And also with you.
Lift up your hearts……………………...…..We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God….It is right to give God thanks and praise.

...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD, GOD OF POWER AND MIGHT,
HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.
BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ's offering for us,as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

….Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.


BREAKING THE BREAD………………………………….GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
Communion Hymns: “What Feast of Love”, “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

[bookmark: _Hlk173503318]
Please Stand
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (in Unison)

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.


Closing Hymn                          “There's a Song in the Air”                           # 249

There's a song in the air! There's a star in the sky!
There's a mother's deep prayer and a baby's low cry!
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!

There's a tumult of joy o'er the wonderful birth,
for the virgin's sweet boy is the Lord of the earth.
Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled;
and that song from afar has swept over the world.
Every hearth is aflame, and the beautiful sing
in the homes of the nations that Jesus is King!

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song
that comes down through the night from the heavenly throng.
Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring,
and we greet in his cradle our Savior and King!

Benediction 
                  
Choral Benediction                 “Angels Sing Alleluia”                         (adapted for benediction)

Wise men travelled from afar. Guided by the shining star,
Bringing gifts for Christ the Son. God's great promise has begun.

Angels sing hallelujah Glory to the newborn King. Angels sing hallelujah Let the joyful praises ring.

Angels sing hallelujah Glory to the newborn King. Angels sing hallelujah Let the joyful praises ring. 


Lectionary Scripture Readings 
Reading the Bible on a regular and consistent basis has several benefits. First, the Bible shows us God’s character and provides us God’s revelation of himself to his people. In each section of the Bible, we see God’s holy, unchanging, faithful, gracious and loving character.
January 11, 2026 - Baptism of the Lord
Matthew 3:13-17 - Isaiah 42:1-9 - Psalm 29 - Acts 10:34-43


[bookmark: _Hlk187056994]Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,
please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029
The weight on a person’s shoulders lifts when we pray with and for them. We share in their troubles and hopes; we feel their loss when we prayerfully stand by them. Our own burdens also recede when we pray for others.

Prayer Requests from December 28th 
Continued prayers for Betty Brzoza's family.
Prayers for all that are not feeling well and not able to be with us in church today.
Prayers for Robert Hart, because of infection they had to remove his sternum.  Prayers for recovery.
Prayers of recovery for Lee Wolf who fell and broke her femur.
Prayers for Jean Bernard and all his children.  Prayers to stop gangs forever.
Joy that Cocoa's husband, Phil, joined us today for worship.

Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto     Scott Meyer      Sheryl Duke        David & Esther Clinton    Betty Brzoza     Tracey & Bill Lewis   Jennifer   Pastor Lori    Fatu Blibio     Amber Sarkar

For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    
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