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Week 4 —The Magi Find the Messiah
Main Theme – Gifts and Seeking Jesus
Read Matthew 2:1-12

This group of learned men were not Jews, just exceptional men who believed and followed signs. to meet the baby who would be King of the Jews. Upon finding him, they offered gifts that spoke of his future identity: gold for a king, incense for a priest, myrrh for a healer.

• How have we twisted gift giving and receiving at Christmas? 

• How do you seek Jesus?

NOTES:










What calls you to worship Jesus?
Each week during this study we have considered people who had a calling, compulsion or prompting to go and they all went. Last session we talked about, the shepherds' journey to, Jeus. While it took the Magi longer than the shepherds to get to him, both worshiped him. While the shepherds offered the gift of presence, the wisemen offered tangible gifts.
Up until now, our Scripture references have been from Luke. The Scripture reference for the journey we.are considering this week is from Matthew. Matthew's gospel begins with a genealogy who Jesus is matters to Matthew and the Jewish community. The purpose is to present clear evidence that Jesus is Messiah, Savior.' Matthew is writing to a Jewish audience about people who aren’t Jews. They were learned men - smart. They knew the stories and the prophesies. They could have said, "if he is what it appears he is we will meet him. eventually,' but they. acted. They went to find him.

How do you seek Jesus?
The Magi paid attention to signs and the sky. Do we pay attention to what, is happening around us? in Luke 12 we read about Jesus teaching to a crowd. that gathered around him. Throughout this chapter he goes back and forth speaking to the crowd and directly to his disciples. in the last verses of the chapter he turns his attention to the crowd again.

Jesus also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud forming in the west, you immediately say, it's going to rain? And indeed it does. And when a south wind blows, you say, A heat wave is coming.' And it does. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret conditions on earth and in the sky. How is it that you don't know how to interpret the present time?"


We pay a good bit of attention to the sky, mostly for weather purposes, Instagram posts, or to decide what to wear or not wear. Today, being able to determine the seriousness of a weather situation and its implications on our plans might be based on the tone of voice being broadcast by the meteorologist, how long a television show had been interrupted, or how many alerts we've received on our phones. In Biblical times people paid attention for themselves.. For us the Magi recognizing a sign in the sky that caused them to travel in order to see what it represented is a big deal, but if it was that big of a celestial event, why didn't others see it? One has to wonder, did others see it and just not respond?

Too often today we expect everything to fall in our laps. Instant gratification and over-commitment rule our schedules and decision-making. We are so busy, unless it is convenient we are not interested. There are many things that distract us. The enemy will try to throw us off course. Other people (and their agendas) will try to get in our way. Herod was threatened by the true King and thought the Magi would help him know where to find the child. The Magi never stopped paying attention to the signs that led them to Jesus in the first place. Even after their encounter with Jesus they returned home by another route and not by way of Herod.  What are some of the things that distract you from worshiping Jesus?

We honor people in different ways, spending time with them, showing them respect, serving them in various ways, speaking highly of them, and often giving gifts. When the Magi found Jesus, they offered gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh. Some believe these gifts were prophetic: gold for a king, incense for a priest, myrrh.for a healer. Others believe these learned men were responding culturally in a way they knew to be appropriate. They were visiting a King, and these gifts were highly valued where they came from.

The Magi sought Jesus out, responding to the sign of his birth. They looked for him, found him and offered him gifts. What gifts do you offer Jesus? Do you offer them for Jesus' sake or your own? Do you offer them out of a response of worship or obligation? Through Jesus we receive the ultimate gift, not of obligation but of love. Even before his birth, the promise and hope of the gift of his presence was declared. Consider what the angel said to Joseph in Matthew. 1:18-23:

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place, When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband was a righteous man. Because he didn't want to humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement quietly. As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, Joseph son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled:

Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son,
And they will call him, Emmanuel. [Is..7:14) (Emmanuel means "God with us.")

Through Jesus we have salvation and the gift of God's presence. Is this a gift that sits on the shelf of your mind or heart, only to be considered when it crosses your mind, or when you need something? Or is this gift at the forefront of all you do, the filter of love through which all actions, words, thoughts are considered?
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