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Palm / Passion Sunday                                                                                                March 29, 2026                                                  

	
[image: ]The Service of Diminishing Lights on a crown of thorns is used at the beginning of our worship service to put an emphasis on the weeks that rapidly move from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday morning. Like the Advent Wreath, the circle of gathering darkness created by the candles and the crown of thorns serves as a constant reminder of the role of human sin in bringing about the crucifixion and the need for Resurrection.

     By participating in a weekly rite as a part of the worship experience, individuals can use the silent time available surrounding this service to contemplate their role in the Lenten story. Families, individuals, young and old can be used as participants in this service, as well as acolytes, church officers, and other worship leaders.

     May your Lenten season lead you to an empty tomb and a chorus of Hallelujahs.

Prelude

PLEASE STAND AS WE BEGIN OUR TIME OF WORSHIP – “Where Charity & Love Prevail”

Welcome & Announcements

Please stand
 Chorus of Welcome                              “The Family of God”
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God—I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; for I’m part of the family, the family of God.
For I’m part of the family, the family of God.

When the trumpet sounds, please take your palm and  bulletin and go to the back of the church so that we may all process together into worship.

Opening Prayer  (Blessing of Palms)
      It is indeed right to praise and bless You, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which You have redeemed us though Your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. We remember that day when He entered Your holy city of Jerusalem and there was proclaimed King by those who spread their garments and palm branches in His path.  As we recall His coming in victory, so we ask that You will bless these palms, that they may be for us signs of the victory which is yet to come.  We pray that as we carry them      in His Name, so we may ever acknowledge Him as our King and follow Him  in the way that leads to eternal life.  Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
St. Luke 19:28-40

After Jesus said this, he continued on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
As Jesus came to Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives, he gave two disciples a task. He said, “Go into the village over there. When you enter it, you will find tied up there a colt that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say, ‘Its master needs it.’” Those who had been sent found it exactly as he had said.
As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
They replied, “Its master needs it.” They brought it to Jesus, threw their clothes on the colt, and lifted Jesus onto it. As Jesus rode along, they spread their clothes on the road.
As Jesus approached the road leading down from the Mount of Olives, the whole throng of his disciples began rejoicing. They praised God with a loud voice because of all the mighty things they had seen. They said, “Blessings on the king who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens.”
Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, scold your disciples! Tell them to stop!”
He answered, “I tell you, if they were silent, the stones would shout.”


Proceed to your pews, being lead by the children.

Congregational Anthem                                “The Palms”                                          Jean-Baptiste Faure

     O'er all the way green palms and blossoms gay, are strewn this day in festal preparation;
     Where Jesus comes to wipe our tears away, even now the throng to welcome Him prepare.

⁠Refrain:  Join all and sing, His name declare; Let every voice resound with acclamation,
   Hosanna, Praise be the Lord! Bless Him who cometh to bring us salvation.

                Sing and rejoice, O blest Jerusalem, of all Thy sons sing the emancipation;
     Through boundless love, the Christ of Bethlehem brings faith and hope to Thee forevermore. (Refrain)


Call to Worship                                                                                                        A Royal Reception

Leader: Today is Palm Sunday. The crowds cheered and shouted:

People:  Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Leader:  They waved palm branches and spread their garments out on the road as Jesus entered Jerusalem. The whole city joined in to give Jesus a heroes welcome,

People: A ticker-tape parade, A royal reception, A city-wide party.

Leader:  But the cheers were shallow and the celebration was short-lived, for in the background, the chief priests, the scribes and Pharisees, the Saduccees and Herodians

People: Were green with envy, And red with anger.

Leader:  And they set their traps with tricky words, And bought their spy with thirty coins,

People:  And prepared to kill the Son of God.

Leader:  Today is Palm Sunday, a day of paradox. Today the King rode to the capital on a lowly colt.

People:  Today he cried at his royal reception.

Leader: Today the cheers briefly held back the drumbeats of doom.

People:   Today only the Christ candle burns through our service. 

(extinguish another candle)

Choral Response                         “More love to Thee, Oh Christ”       (Vs 1)                          # 453
More love to Thee, oh Christ, more love to Thee! Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee...
This is my earnest plea More love, oh Christ, to Thee More love to Thee, more love to Thee!
More love to Thee,  more love to Thee!
  
Please be seated
Prayer of Confession
Lord Jesus, we confess that we are afraid of what being Christian might cost. We confess that we don’t know if we are willing to give up our life for a sister or brother. Jesus, we confess that we have sometimes imagined Christianity as a feel-good identity of holiness and piety. Help us Jesus. Help us to take up our cross. Help us to extend ourselves in love and service. Help us to step out of our comfort zone. Help us to follow you, into harm’s way, into the places of darkness that need the light of Jesus the most. Help us to not be afraid. We surrender all. In Jesus name, Amen.   

Silent Prayer and Meditation……………Words of Forgiveness

Please stand
Opening Praise Hymn                                  “Hosanna”                         by Sandi Patty
Have you heard the story the Christ is finally here
He's at the edge of the city let's run I've just gotta be near Him
All the people are shouting they've come just to see their King
Tell the daughter of Zion Rejoice - Rejoice
For we've been redeemed He is riding victorious Like the prophets foretold
Visions are glorious We must bow down before Him 
Lay our hearts and souls before Him Lord of all

Hosanna, Hosanna See Him ride in majesty
Hosanna, Hosanna Lord of all eternity
Hosanna, Hosanna Raise your hands in victory
Hosanna, Hosanna He's come to set His people free

Behold your salvation He comes to the willing hearts
Blessed over all nations His love will never depart
Now He's reigning victorious Forever He is Lord
Christ has delivered us We must fall down before Him
Lay our hearts and souls before Him Lord of all

Hosanna, Hosanna See Him reign in majesty
Hosanna, Hosanna Lord of all eternity
Hosanna, Hosanna Raise your hands in victory
Hosanna, Hosanna He's come to set His people free


Please be seated
Youth Message

 Joys & Concerns……………Gathered Prayer

Singing of THE LORD'S PRAYER–   
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Gifts and Offerings
The Offertory              “Make Way, Make Way ”               Please join in singing!  
Please stand       
Doxology           “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           # 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

The Offertory Prayer

Hymn                                   “Hosanna, Loud Hosana”         # 278

Hosanna, loud hosanna the little children sang
;through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast,
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.

From Olivet they followed mid an exultant crowd,
the victory palm branch waving, and chanting clear and loud.
The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state,
nor scorned that little children should on his bidding wait.

"Hosanna in the highest!" That ancient song we sing,
for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven, our King.
O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice,
and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice.
"Hosanna in the highest!"

Please be seated
GOSPEL LESSON AND HYMNS-------------------------ST. MARK 14:1-15:47
TO FOLLOW SCRIPTURE, USE THE PEW BIBLE, STARTING PAGE

St. Mark 14:1-9                      The Plot Against Jesus / Mary Anoints Jesus’ Feet

HYMN                “O How He Loves You & Me”
Oh, how He loves you and me, Oh how He loves you and me
He gave His life, what more could He give? Oh, how He loves you;
Oh, how He loves me; Oh, how He loves you and me.

St. Mark 14:10-11                                                      Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

HYMN                       “Ah Holy Jesus” Vs 1
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, that we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted!

St. Mark 14:12-25                      Jesus celebrates the Passover with His Disciples

           HYMN                       “Bread of The World”  vs 1
Bread of the world, in mercy broken, Wine of the soul, in mercy shed
By whom the world of life were spoken, And in whose death our sins are dead

St. Mark 14:26-31                                                       Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

HYMN                  “A Charge to Keep I Have”  vs 4
Help me to watch and pray, and on thyself rely, 
assured, if I my trust betray, I shall forever die.

St. Mark 14:32-42                                                          Jesus prays in Gethsemane

HYMN                      “Go to Dark Gethsamne”   vs 1
Go to dark Gethsemane, ye that feel the tempter’s power;
your Redeemer’s conflict see, watch with Him one bitter hour.
Turn not from His griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

St. Mark 14:43-52                                                    Jesus is Betrayed and Arrested

HYMN                           “Ah Holy Jesus” vs 2
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? Alas, my treason, Jesus,
hath undone thee! 'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee.

    
St. Mark 14:53-65                                                              Jesus Before the Council
HYMN                “Go to Dark Gethsamne”   vs 2
See Him at the judgement hall, beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned;
O the wormwood and the gall!  O the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn of Christ to bear the cross.

St. Mark 14:66-72                                                                       Peter Denies Jesus
HYMN                “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” vs 1
O Sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded with thorns Your only crown: 
how pale You are with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!  
How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn!


St. Mark 15:1-20                                                                           Jesus Before Pilate

HYMN                    “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” vs 2
What You, my Lord, has suffered was all for sinners’ gain; mine, mine was
the transgression, but Yours the deadly pain.  Lo, here I fall, my Savior!
Tis I deserve Your place; look on me with Your favor, vouchsafe to me Your grace. 


St. Mark 15:21-41                                                                            Jesus is Crucified
HYMN                “’Tis Finished! The Messiah Dies” vs 1,2
‘Tis finished! the Messiah dies, cut off for sins, but not His own.
Accomplished is the sacrifice, the great redeeming work is done.

The veil is rent; in Christ alone the living way to heaven is seen;
the middle wall is broken down, and all the world may enter in.

St. Mark 15:42-47                                                                          The Burial of Jesus
HYMN                 “’Tis Finished! The Messiah Dies” vs 4
The reign of sin and death is o’er, and all may live from sin set free;
Satan hath lost His mortal power; ‘tis swallowed up in victory.


Benediction                                  Quiet Meditation, Reflection, and Prayer

*Choral Benediction                “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”           Verse 3               # 286

What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest Friend,
for this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever; and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee.



[image: ]Lectionary Scripture Readings
Reading the bible gives us what we need to defend our faith. 1 Peter 3:15 reminds us to be able to give a reason for our faith but to be careful how we do so. We need to be gentle and respectful.
April 2, 2026 - Maundy Thursday 
[bookmark: _Hlk219137242]John 13:1-17, 31b-35 - Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 - Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 - 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
April 3, 2026 - Good Friday 
John 19:1-4000 or Mark 14:1-15:47 - Isaiah 52:13-53:12 - Psalm 22 - Hebrews 10:16-25 
April 5, 2026 - Resurrection of the Lord
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 - Jeremiah 31:1-6 - Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 - Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43

[image: A blue and black text with a yellow circle and a blue bowl
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Joys & Concerns:  Keep those prayers going and thank God for His answers! To add a prayer request or share a joy,
please call or text Sue Creevey 267-847-6029.
     Praying for others makes us more aware of what we have to be thankful for.

Prayer Requests from March 22
See insert

Continuing Prayers for:  
Martha & Wondor Korto              Sheryl Duke       David & Esther Clinton        Pastor Lori                         
Tracey & Bill Lewis          Pastor Lori        Amber Sarkar             Lori Rovevelli        Crescentville UMC
Prayers for those living with constant pain and other ailments.   
For those who are sick, and those that grieve.  For those who live in war zones and poverty.

For families, especially:
Zilpha and James Browne, The Stefanescu, Mc Manus, Salvadore, and Didirea Families, Jean Bernard and family, The Spotts Family, Bresnan Family   

For an end to violence, for peace and stability                                         
Philadelphia, especially our community     -   Sierra Leone, Africa    
Haiti   -    Israel and Hamas   -   Ukraine and Russia 

Please praise and pray for our youth – they are the future of our church!    




UPCOMING WORSHIP & EVENTS
March – April 2026

Feb 18th thru April 2nd - The season of Lent

MARCH 22ND THRU 29TH – Creevey Vacation
Worship Videos for March 22nd & March 29th will be available after March 30th
Pastor Lori will send out the prayer requests each Sunday.

March 29th – Palm Sunday 10:30 Worship -  
                        Bowling party in the afternoon.
[image: ]

April 2nd - Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM Worship
                   Holy Communion & stripping of altar.
		No video recording for this service – please join us in church!

April 3rd – Good Friday 7:00 PM Tenebrae service
No video recording for this service – please join us in church!	

April 5th – Easter Sunday NO HOLY COMMUNION 
                  Holy Communion will be on April 19th
		Morning refreshments will be served from 9:30 AM – 10:15 AM
		Coffee Hour after worship

April 12th – Laity Sunday

April 19th – Youth Sunday – topic Earth Day
                     Holy Communion

April 26th – After worship Women’s Fellowship 
            Fashion show “Apron Strings for Spring
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* Crescentville Bowling Party — all invited.
March 29,2026 12:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Pike Lanes

>>>>>> > W» 121 Second Street Pike in Southampton, PA.

»> > »»»» W {between Street Road and County Line Road.}

V O SEE SUE SNYDER FOR A SIGN UP SHEET
PLEASE BRING LUNCH FOOD TO SHARE
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